
welcomes over 200 international students 
annually from 80 countries and regions, 
with approximately 70% having graduated 
from Japanese-language schools. 

For vocational schools, the top prizes 
were awarded to Bunka Fashion College and 
the Ehle Institute in the society and culture 
category, and to Nippon Engineering College 
and Toyota Technical College Nagoya in the 
skills and technology category.

Last year, Bunka Fashion College com-
memorated its 100th anniversary. The col-
lege currently has 750 international students 
and is highly regarded overseas, producing 
excellent creators and designers. The Ehle 
Institute, a Japanese-language school in 
western Japan, provides students from all 
over the world with preparatory Japanese 
courses that facilitate their entry into presti-
gious universities.  

Additionally, a handful of schools were 
recognized for the top prize in their catego-
ries for five consecutive years: Japan Elec-
tronics College, Tokyo International Business 
College, Ashikaga University, Fukui Univer-
sity of Technology and Yokohama National 
University. The consistently high evaluation 
of these five schools earned them entry into 
the Ryugaku Awards Hall of Fame.

fourth consecutive year.
Takushoku University has a study sup-

port office that assists international stu-
dents with Japanese language hurdles, such 
as supplementary language classes, and an 
employment support program specifically 
tailored for them. 

Since the school opened in 1988, the 
University of Marketing and Distribution 
Sciences has found the exchange of people 
across national borders indispensable. It also 
values cooperation with Japanese language 
schools and offers assistance to international 
students with job hunting. 

Tokai University and Ritsumeikan Univer-
sity meanwhile won the top prize in their 
regions in the private university science and 
engineering category. 

Tokai University, whose name references 
the Pacific Ocean, holds “nurturing human 
resources with a strong sense of mission 
and a rich sense of humanity who will be 
responsible for the history of tomorrow” as 
the main pillar of its education. The univer-
sity aims to provide an education based on 
the perspective of historical, national and 
global views through integration of humani-
ties and natural sciences. 

Ritsumeikan University meanwhile 
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In May 2023, the number of international 
students at Japanese language schools hit 
a record high of 90,719, according to the 
Japan Student Services Organization. To 
help incoming students find suitable, high-
quality schools, the Association for the 
Promotion of Japanese Language Educa-
tion (Nisshinkyo) issues the Japan Ryugaku 
Awards each year. 

The awards were established in 2012 by 
Nisshinkyo’s Academic Research Confer-
ence on Japanese Language Schools for the 
purpose of developing infrastructure to facil-
itate the intake of international students.

The awards, announced online, are given 
to universities and vocational schools that 
perform well on a web survey of schools 
that the faculty and staff of Japanese-lan-
guage schools would recommend to inter-
national students. 

This year, a total of 50 schools won 
awards, with the top 10 — five from east-
ern Japan and five from western Japan — 
selected for the grand prize in five categories. 

Taking top prizes in the national univer-
sity category were Kyushu University and 
the University of Tsukuba, from Ibaraki Pre-
fecture. Kyushu University has over 2,500 
international students and offers degree pro-
grams in English. Moreover, a new interna-
tional education navigation center opened 
in April to provide international students 
with more extensive support. The Univer-
sity of Tsukuba prides itself as being a uni-
versity that is “Open to the World,” and has 
programs specifically geared toward interna-
tional students. 

In the private university liberal arts uni-
versity category, Takushoku University and 
the University of Marketing and Distribu-
tion Sciences both won top honors for the 

Prizes recognize schools for 
international student programs

We have accepted about 4,700 
students from 78 countries and 
regions. Currently, about 600 from 
25 countries are learning innova-
tive technologies in areas includ-
ing CGI, games, anime, design, 
artificial intelligence, the Inter-
net of Things, website design and 
mobile apps. Our international 
student support staff will make sure you have a comfortable life. 
Over 90% of our students who wanted to find positions at Japa-
nese companies have realized their dream.

Equipping students for the future
Japan Electronics College

Principal
Sekai Funayama

These are 9 of the 10 
schools that received this 
year’s Japan Ryugaku 
Awards, recognizing their 
excellence in supporting 
international students.

Ten schools were recognized for excellence.   JAPAN RYUGAKU AWARDS

We offer 34 courses on subjects 
including manga, anime, broadcast-
ing, CG, design, audio technology, 
information technology, hospital-
ity, electronics and architecture. 
We offer extensive support, includ-
ing an international exchange salon 
and health and career centers. Com-
bined with our wide-ranging schol-
arship programs and dormitory, we provide an ideal environment 
to study with peace of mind, whether your plan is to find a job or 
enter university.

Ideal learning on an ideal stage
Nihon Kogakuin College, Hachioji Campus

Principal
Daisei Yamano

TMU, as the only public univer-
sity in the metropolis, offers qual-
ity education based on research 
prowess backed by rich academic 
resources in Tokyo.

We offer the Tokyo Global Part-
ner Scholarship Program, which 
enables exceptional international 
students to pursue their graduate 
studies at TMU. The scholarship covers admission fees, tuition, 
airfare and a monthly stipend. We hope this will encourage inter-
national students to pursue their goals at TMU.

Pursue an ideal state of humanity
Tokyo Metropolitan University

Vice President
Masayoshi Noguchi

Takushoku University is highly 
acclaimed by international stu-
dents and Japanese-language insti-
tutions. By sharing most of their 
classes with Japanese, international 
students engage in daily interac-
tions, which dramatically enhances 
their Japanese skills. The university 
also provides scholarships exclu-
sively for international students to ensure they can study without 
financial concerns, and the learning support office for Japanese-
language instruction offers comprehensive support when needed.

Human resources for tomorrow
Takushoku University

President
Shoichi Suzuki

The 2024 Ryugaku 
Awards saw schools 
from east and west 
Japan receive awards 
on June 28.   
JAPAN RYUGAKU 
AWARDS

PAGE: 6

(Sponsored content)
Japan Ryugaku Awards special

6  |  The Japan Times  |  Wednesday, October 30, 2024



Since its founding in 1881, the 
Tokyo University of Science has 
maintained an education policy 
of “achieving excellence.” 

Many graduates are actively 
working for high-technology 
companies. To support inter-
national students, we provide 
freshman-specific guidance, 
assign a senior student as an adviser, manage an international 
dormitory and help students maintain legal residency while 
they pursue their academic goals in Japan.

Pushing sustainable development
Tokyo University of Science

Vice President
Hideaki Sakata

For more information on the Japan Ryugaku Awards, 
please visit https://www.ryugakuawards.org/

Association for the Promotion
of Japanese Language Education

We have a wealth of knowledge 
about the types of abilities and 
aptitudes companies seek in  inter-
national students, as well as the 
right experience in guiding them. 
A  dedicated division  assists with 
students’ learning, living and job 
hunting, and we support students 
until they attain the N1 level on 
the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test. Additionally, numerous 
scholarship and tuition reduction programs are available. Let us 
help you realize your dream of working for a Japanese company.

Aiding students on business path
University of Marketing and Distribution Sciences

President
Nobutoshi Shimizu

Students aiming for a science or 
engineering degree in Japan need 
proficiency and thinking skills in 
Japanese and an understanding of 
its culture. At TDU, aligned with 
our belief that “In the technology 
breathes its creators,” we offer Jap-
anese courses for international stu-
dents. We aim to nurture students 
who experience personal growth while pursuing higher education 
in Japan. We hope that our international students can contribute to 
the future of people and society through technology.

Our core value is practicality

Director, International Center
Makoto Shishido

Tokyo Denki University

To ensure a safe, comfortable cam-
pus for international students, we 
provide broad support, including 
academic supervisors’ guidance on 
courses, a tutoring system, special 
courses in the international stu-
dent curriculum, a discount on 
the “overseas training voyage” pro-
gram, job-hunting consultations 
and health consultations. We also offer the Shigeyoshi Matsumae 
Scholarship for International Students to those who demonstrate 
outstanding results on entrance exams.

Broad support for global students
Tokai University

President
Yoshiaki Matsumae

Ryutsu Keizai University is on a 
mission to help students unlock 
their full potential and realize their 
dreams through our “Realize RKU 
Vision.” With partnerships with 
leading companies like NX Express, 
we offer practical education that 
equips international students with 
the skills to excel in today’s compet-
itive job market. We also provide an extensive selection of Japanese 
language courses and personalized support to ensure your success 
in job hunting and beyond. Your future starts here at RKU!

Realize the RKU Vision
Ryutsu Keizai University

President
Naoto Katayama

■ Faculty of Commerce| Department of Marketing/ Department of Management
■ Faculty of Economics | Department of Economics/ Department of Economic Information
■ Faculty of Human and Social Sciences |

Department of Psychological and Sociological Studies
Department of Tourism/ Department of Human Health and Wellbeing

■ Graduate School | Graduate School of Marketing and Distribution Sciences

Our experience hosting 
international students has 
helped us develop a robust 
support system.

International Exchange Facility
Student Dormitory

3-1 Gakuen Nishimachi, Nishi-ku, Kobe-shi, Hyogo-ken 651-2188, Japan

【Textbook】 3,500yen 
ISBN 978-4-7890-1529-5
【Workbook Vol.1】 2,200yen 
ISBN 978-4-7890-1530-1
【Workbook Vol.2】 1,600yen 
ISBN 978-4-7890-1531-8
*Prices exclude sales tax

Th i s  k a n j i  h a n d b o o k  h e l p s 
intermediate and advanced 

learners to learn all characters on 
the revised Joyo Kanji Hyo, a list 
standardizing the use of kanji in 
modern written Japanese. It presents 
al l 2,136 Joyo Kanji along with 
nearly 10,000 vocabulary terms that 
incorporate those characters. In 
addition to providing basic information 
such as readings and stroke order, it 
also lucidly presents important kanji-
based words that everyone should 
know, making it easier for students to 
learn the Joyo Kanji and actually put 
them to use.
＊Language used: Japanese and English

Highly popular KANJI handbook for 
intermediate and advanced learners NOW

ON
SALE!

The Japan Times Publishing, Ltd.
2F Ichibancho Daini TG Bldg., 2-2 Ichibancho, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0082
https://bookclub.japantimes.co.jp/en/
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The Japan Times guide to
Japanese universities and colleges

Ready to expand your horizons and study in Japan?

The Japan Times Online presents your 
resource for �nding the educational 
institution and curriculum best suited 
to you and your future career goals.

https://education.japantimes.co.jp/

Overviews and admissions 
information of leading universities

Advanced searches by location, faculty
and programs

Directory of universities and graduate
schools in Japan
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