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The Queen Elizabeth 11 Cup
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trong field competes in
honor of race namesake

ADRIAN WEBBER
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With the death of Queen Elizabeth I on
Sept. 8, the horse race in Japan that bears
her name will take on a deeper meaning
this year. Different countries stage their
own Queen Elizabeth II Cup races at differ-
ent times of year, butin Japan the race is
traditionally held in November. Although
the name of the race was to contain the
words “Platinum Jubilee,” out of respect for
the late monarch this will no longer be a
part of the title.

Going back to 1970, the race was origi-
nally known as the Victoria Cup, and was
held under that name until 1975. That
same year, Queen Elizabeth visited Japan,
becoming the first British head of state to
do so. As part of the gestures to commem-
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¢ orate her visit, the race became known as
. the Queen Elizabeth Il Commemorative

i Cupin 1976. The race was originally for

i 3-year-old fillies only, and run over 2,400

i meters at Kyoto Racecourse, being the

¢ final leg of three Group 1 races for fillies

i that included the Oka Sho (Japanese 1000
Guineas) and the Japanese Oaks earlier

¢ in the year. The format was changed in
1996, when the Shuka Sho race was intro-
i duced exclusively for 3-year-old fillies,

i thus allowing the Queen Elizabeth Cup to
¢ expand to include older fillies and mares.
¢ The distance was also shortened to 2,200
i meters at that time, and was opened to

i horses from overseas in 1999.

It also became part of the Japan Autumn

International Series, which includes the
i Japan Cup, in 2008. In 2013 the name of
i therace simply became the Queen Eliza-
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beth II Cup, and there have been no further
i changes since.

Horse racing and the British royal fam-

¢ ily have been connected for centuries.

i Forinstance, King James I, who became

i the king of England in 1603, thought the

i Heath at Newmarket was a very favorable
i location for racing. In the 18th century, it

i was Queen Anne who founded Ascot in

: 1711, paving the way for one of the great-

i est horse racing events in England — the

i Royal Ascot, held in June. Queen Elizabeth
¢ IThad no fewer than 24 Royal Ascot win-

i nersin her lifetime.

Over the years, different monarchs have

¢ had different levels of interest in horse rac-

i ing, but there was never any doubt about

. the queen’s passion for the sport. Just four

i days after her coronation in 1953, her horse

i Aureole finished second in the Derby, and it
i was the closest the queen would ever come
¢ towinning the race.

As an owner and breeder, the queen

i enjoyed notable success with anumber of

i horses. Carrozza, ridden by Lester Piggott,

¢ was her first British Classic winner in 1957,

¢ winning The Oaks. Highclere won the 1000
¢ Guineasin 1974, and in 1977, the year of

her Silver Jubilee, Dunfermline won both

i The Oaks and St. Leger. It's with Highclere

i where there is a Japanese connection. Asa

¢ broodmare, she became the third dam to

i one of Japan’s best racehorses, the legend-

| | ary Deep Impact. It was the latter as a stal-

¢ lion that produced two of the queen’s more
i recent runners, a filly named Portfolio and

i acolt called Educator. They were both from
i the broodmare Diploma, who was also

i owned and bred by the queen. The former

i was bred in Japan, while Educator was bred
¢ in Britain.

It was in 2010 when a very talented filly

named Snow Fairy became the first race-
i horse from overseas to win the Queen
i Elizabeth II Cup here in Japan. Although not

one of the queen’s horses, the Irish-bred filly

was trained in England by Ed Dunlop and
i ridden by top English jockey Ryan Moore.
i Incredibly, the horse returned to Japan the

following year and won the race again.

At the time, Moore showed his admi-
ration for the horse, saying, “She’s a very
talented horse, and it's great to ride a filly

good enough to come here and win. Rac-

WINNERS RUN A DIFFERENT RACH

i ingin Japan is getting stronger every year.”

: Moore is one of anumber of top jockeys to  :
i have worn the purple and red racing colors
i of the queen.

This year’s Queen Elizabeth IT Cup will

© berun on Nov. 13 at Hanshin Racecourse,

: asitwas last year, due to the ongoing reno-
: vation of Kyoto Racecourse, where it is

¢ usually held.

This year’s race looks to be as competi-

i tive as ever, with a number of strong horses
i expected to bein the lineup. Last year’s

i shock winner Akai Ito is looking for more

i success in the race, while the champion filly
i 0f 2020, Daring Tact, also looks to be a likely
¢ runner. Other horses include Geraldina, an

i impressive winner of the All Comers race

i recently,and Win Marilyn, a tough mare

: still looking for her first Group 1 win.

Another race on the day is the Doncaster

Cup, arace run in recognition of Doncaster
¢ Racecourse, home to the oldest of the Brit-
i ish Classic races, the St. Leger.

At the time of this writing, it's still nec-

i essary to book online for general admis-

¢ sion tickets and reserved seats, but it's not
i possible to go to the racecourse without a
¢ prior online booking. This situation may

i change, and up-to date information is

i always available on the Japan Racing Asso-
{ ciation website.

The year’s race will mark the 47th time

i ithasbeen run, and in many ways, the

i relationship between horse racing in Japan
i and Queen Elizabeth II can be summed up
i by the recent words of JRA President and

. CEO Masayuki Goto.

“I'wish to express my deepest condo-

i lences on the passing of Her Majesty Queen
i Elizabeth II. Her passionate contribution to

¢ horse racing is a source of great pride to all

¢ involved in the racing industry. In Japan, the
¢ Queen Elizabeth IT Cup is thought of fondly
i by Japanese racing fans as an expression of
the deep connection between British and

Japanese horse racing”

Left: Queen Eliza-
beth Il arrives at the
racecourse at the
Investec Derby
Festival in Surrey,
England, on June 2,
2018.Below: The
queen watches the
race from the bal-
cony of the Queen’s
Stand.

THE JOCKEY CLUB
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Place: Hanshin Racecourse
Day: Sunday, Nov. 13

Start time: 3:40 p.m.

Race number: 11

For more information,
visit: https://japanracing.jp
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Kurino Premium

Shinichi Ito

1

Rosa Noir
Masato Nishizono
Pin High
Katsunori Tanaka

Daring Tact
Haruki Sugiyama

Magical Lagoon

Jessica Harrington

Ho O Emmy’s
Masakazu Ikegami
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Sunday,Nov.13,2022 Glez

Yutaka Take
56 kg

Katsuharu Tanaka
56 kg

Yuga Kawada
54kg

Kohei Matsuyama
56 kg

Shane Foley
54kg

Kyosuke Maruta
56 kg

Izu Jo no Kiseki
Koichi Ishizaka

Andvaranaut
Manabu Ikezoe
Win Kiitos
Yoshitada Munakata

Stunning Rose
Tomokazu Takano

Namur
Tomokazu Takano

Ruby Casablanca
Naosuke Sugai
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Christophe Lemaire
56 kg

Ryan Moore
56 kg

Masami Matsuoka
56 kg

Ryusei Sakai
54 kg

Takeshi Yokoyama
54 kg

Kazuo Yokoyama
56 kg

Win Marilyn
Takahisa Tezuka

Akai Ito

Kazuya Nakatake

Lilac
Ikuo Aizawa

Terzetto
Shoichiro Wada

Win Mighty

Tadao Igarashi

Geraldina

Takashi Saito
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Damian Lane
56 kg

Hideaki Miyuki
56 kg

Mirco Demuro
54 kg

Kenichilkezoe
56 kg

Ryuji Wada
56 kg

Cristian Demuro
56 kg

ELIZABETH II CUP

2,200
meters,
turf

Japan Autumn International Hanshin Racecourse httpS . / / j ap anr aCing.j p/




