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For most Tokyoites and people around 
Japan, the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr 
does not register a blip on their radars. 
However, this is an important religious 
holiday for Muslims. It marks both the 
end of Ramadan and is the holiest fes-
tival on the calendar for Muslims both 
in Japan and around the globe. Muslims 
worldwide have been excitedly waiting 
for this special date and will soon be cel-
ebrating it.

The event signifies the end of fasting 
associated with Ramadan. On the day, 
Muslims pray to mark the end of the 
fast and typically spend it enjoying time 
with family and friends. The day gener-
ally involves eating and giving loved ones 

presents. The event and the day have an 
emphasis that is firmly placed on togeth-
erness and happiness. 

On the day, people often wear new 
clothes for the special occasion. Muslims 
often organize Eid parties after morning 
prayers in mosques, at university cam-
puses or at other locations where people 
can congregate. Many non-Muslim Japa-
nese also have participated in these Eid 
parties.

The holiday celebrates the conclusion 
of the nearly monthlong, dawn-to-sunset 
fasting during the month of Ramadan. 
The day of Eid falls on the first day of the 
month of Shawwal. The dates of local 
celebrations vary because the date of 

the start of any lunar Hijri month var-
ies based on the observation of the new 
moon as recognized by local religious 
authorities.

Eid festivals are held at a number of 
locations in various parts of the coun-
try. There are an estimated 80 mosques 
around Japan of varying size and many 
are said to be comparatively small. 

One of the largest places of Islamic 
worship is Tokyo Camii, located in 
Shibuya Ward and easily accessible via 
the nearest station, Yoyogi Uehara on the 
Odakyu Line. The Ottoman-style mosque 
in the heart of the metropolis adjoins the 
Turkish Culture Center and can accom-
modate around 1,200 worshipers. 

This year, at Tokyo Camii the Eid 
prayers will be held at 8:30 a.m. on 
June 15. This and other mosques have 
been stepping up outreach activities to 
increase understanding of Islam in recent 
years. Participating or even observing 
this or a similar event is one way learn 
more about a religion with low visibility 
in Japan.

Tokyo Camii is not the only option. 
Eid prayers will also be held at the Ja’me 
Masjid mosque in Yokohama at 7:30 a.m. 
on either June 15 or 16 (the mosque will 
announce the date on the 14th at 9 p.m.)

It is important to remember that the 
festival and mosques have certain rules 
and traditions that are to be followed. 
Separate spaces are provided for women. 
Clothing should be modest, cover the 
legs and women are expected to wear 
a headscarf. Similarly, shoes are to be 
removed and no photography or videos 
are allowed in the prayer hall without 
permission.

Please visit the following websites 
for additional information. www.
masjid-yokohama.jp/eidul_fitr_temp.
html, or tokyocamii.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/05/Ramadan-Calendar-
Tokyo-EN-2018.pdf

Muslims in Japan, worldwide celebrate Eid festival

Eid al-Fitr Special
Family and friends 
gather after morning 
prayers to celebrate 
the end of Ramadan. 
In addition to sharing 
a lavish meal, many 
countries follow 
their own distinct 
traditions. 
GETTY IMaGES

An Eid al-Fitr feast to mark the end of Ramadan. Sweeter dishes are staples of the first breakfast 
during the holiday that can last up to three days.  GETTY IMaGES
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SACRAMENTO, California
aP

Californians will face a choice this November 
of whether to divide America’s most popu-
lous state into three, an effort that would 
radically shake up not only the West Coast, 
but the entire nation.

The “Cal 3” initiative is driven by venture 
capitalist Tim Draper, who has tried in the 
past to place an effort to break up California 
on the ballot, including a bid in 2016 to cre-
ate six states. 

Backers of the measure argue that Califor-
nia has become ungovernable because of its 
economic and geographic diversity as well 
as its population of nearly 40 million people.

Election officials say this year’s effort 
gathered the roughly 365,000 signatures it 
needed to land on the general election ballot. 
It will be officially certified later this month. 

Even if it wins passage from voters, the 
measure would face significant hurdles.

California would break into three states: 
Northern California, California and South-
ern California. The measure aims to create 
states with relatively equal populations and 
economic strengths.

Northern California would include 40 
counties, including Sacramento, San Jose 
and San Francisco as well as the state’s wine 
country and rural northern areas.

California would be a group of six coun-
ties centered around Los Angeles, with a total 
population of 12.3 million people.

Southern California would include Orange 
and San Diego counties as well what are now 
known as California’s Central Valley and the 
Inland Empire east of Los Angeles.

It is not just California that would feel the 
effects of such a change.

Turning one state into three would create 
four new U.S. senators, a move that would 
significantly boost Californians’ influence in 
Washington. The number of representatives 
in the U.S. House could change slightly based 
on each state’s population breakdown. 

Three Californias would also shake up the 
Electoral College, which picks the president.

Although California as it exists today is 
heavily Democratic, one of the new Cali-
fornias might not be. The newly proposed 
Southern California includes traditionally 
Republican areas such as Orange County. 
Democratic voters currently edge out Repub-
licans in the 12 counties, but not by much. 

That could potentially boost the GOP’s West 
Coast representation in Congress.

Draper is a Silicon Valley venture capital-
ist known for investing in companies such 
as Skype, Tesla and Hotmail. He has poured 
millions of dollars into efforts to break up 
California.

Draper argues that California has become 
“nearly ungovernable” because of its diverse 
economies and population. He and backers 
also argue that voters outside of large urban 
areas such as Los Angeles are underserved in 
Sacramento because so many state lawmak-
ers come from major cities.

“Breaking the states into three smaller, 
more manageable states means those 
states will be more responsible and more 
responsive,” said Peggy Grande, a spokes-
woman for the Cal 3 initiative.

Passing at the bal-
lot box is just the first 
hurdle. That would 
require support from 
a simple majority of 
voters.

The Legislature 
and governor would 
then need to ask 
Congress for the ulti-
mate OK — likely 
a tall order. If Con-

gress gave a green light, it would then be up 
the Legislature to determine exactly how 
the split would happen, including how the 
state’s debts would be divided. Each of the 
three states would determine their own gov-
ernance structure.

Lawmakers would only have 12 months 
after congressional approval to set the new 
rules; otherwise the state’s debts would auto-
matically split between the three new ones.

Beyond those difficulties, lawsuits would 
surely follow.

Critics of the measure take a different tack, 
calling it an unworkable and costly approach 
to solving California’s problems.

An opposition effort called OneCalifornia 
argues that the proposal would cause “politi-
cal chaos” and greater inequality. 

The California Chamber of Commerce 
said such a monumental change would be 
costly and complicated, which would only 
serve to create new problems.

Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom, the Democratic 
nominee for governor, said Tuesday he 
opposes the measure.

Ballot initiative aims to split California in three
Backers say state is ungovernably large, diverse; 
opponents warn of ‘chaos,’ greater inequality

SAN FRANCISCO
aP
San Francisco Supervisor London Breed 
has emerged victorious a week after elec-
tion day and will be the city’s first black 
female mayor. She narrowly defeated a 
rival who was seeking to become the first 
openly gay man in the position.

Former state Sen. Mark Leno called 
Breed earlier Wednesday to congratulate 
her on the victory.

The elections office continued to tally 
7,000 ballots, but there was no way Leno 
could make up the difference. Breed was 
leading Leno by fewer than 2,200 votes of 
the nearly 250,000 counted and had 50.49 
percent of the vote.

In a brief appearance before reporters 
and cheering supporters on the steps of 
City Hall on Wednesday, an exuberant 
Breed said she was humbled, honored 
and looking forward to serving as mayor.

In particular, she relished the mes-
sage her election sends to San Francisco’s 

youth, especially kids like herself who 
grew up poor.

“No matter where you come from, no 
matter what you decide to do in life, you 
can do anything you want to do,” she 
said. “Never let your circumstances deter-
mine your outcome in life.”

Breed vowed to be a mayor for all of 
San Francisco, a message she repeated 
throughout her bid to lead a city that is 
economically thriving but troubled by 
homelessness, congestion and unafford-
able housing. She has vowed to rid the 
sidewalks of homeless tent camps within 
a year of taking office.

Turnout exceeded 50 percent — unusu-
ally high for recent mayoral elections — 
in a contest that was placed on the June 5 
ballot after the unexpected death of 
Mayor Ed Lee in December. Breed will fill 
the rest of Lee’s term, which ends in early 
2020, and will need to run in November 
2019 for a full four-year term.

Breed was the favorite of the business 

community and the political establish-
ment going into the contest. She raised 
the most money of the candidates.

The portrayals of her as a lackey of big 
business bugged Breed, who first won a 
supervisor’s seat in 2012. “I ask people to 
not attribute what I’ve done — my suc-
cess and how hard I’ve worked — to not 
reduce that or attribute that to someone 
else,” she said in a pre-election interview.

The former executive director of the 
African American Art & Culture Complex 
grew up in the historically black Western 
Addition, raised by her grandmother in 
public housing. They drank powdered 
milk and ate meat from a can labeled 
“pork,” she said.

At City Hall, she paid homage to her 
late grandmother and said she probably 
had a hand in her win.

“She took care of the community, she 
took care of me even on days when I 
didn’t deserve it, and so being here in her 
honor means so much,” she said.

San Francisco elects first black female mayor, London Breed

LAS VEGAS
aP
Dennis Hof, owner of half a dozen 
brothels and star of the HBO reality 
series “Cathouse,” won a Republican 
primary for the Nevada Legislature 
on Tuesday, ousting a three-term 
lawmaker.

Hof defeated hospital executive 
James Oscarson. He will face Democrat 
Lesia Romanov in November and will 
be the favored candidate in the Republi-
can-leaning district.

Hof celebrated his win at a party in 
Pahrump, Nevada, with “Hollywood 
Madam” Heidi Fleiss at his side.

“It’s all because Donald Trump was 
the Christopher Columbus for me,” 
Hof told a reporter in a phone call. “He 
found the way and I jumped on it.”

Hof, who wrote a book titled “The Art 
of the Pimp,” has dubbed himself “The 
Trump of Pahrump” and held a rally 
with Trump adviser Roger Stone. 

Hof was in the limelight in 2015, 
when former NBA player Lamar Odom 
was found unconscious at Hof’s Love 
Ranch brothel after a four-day, $75,000 
stay.

If Hof wins in November, he wouldn’t 
be the only brothel owner in elected 
office — Lance Gilman, the owner 
of the famous Mustang Ranch in 
northern Nevada, is a Storey County 
commissioner.

Voters in November will decide on 
closing down brothels in at least one of 
the seven Nevada counties where they 
legally operate. The question will be on 
the ballot in Lyon County, where Hof 
owns four brothels. Activists are also 
gathering signatures to try to get a mea-
sure on the ballot in Nye County, where 
Hof owns two more brothels in the des-
ert outside the city of Pahrump.

Most brothels lie in rural areas of 
Nevada. They are banned in the coun-
ties that contain Las Vegas and Reno.

Hof said Tuesday he is downsizing his 
business by selling off some brothels to 
focus more on politics.

Oscarson and Hof previously faced 
off in 2016, when Hof ran as a Libertar-
ian. Oscarson won with 60 percent of 
the vote.

Brothel owner 
wins primary 
in Nevada

London Breed prepares to speak to reporters outside City Hall in San Francisco on Wednesday after winning election as mayor. aP
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