
 

 

 

        

 

4-5-4 Shibaura, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-8071, Japan

www.japantimes.co.jp

NEWS RELEASE 
 

The Japan Times expands The Japan Times Archives 
(1897-2017) to include valuable English-language records 
dating back to 1865  
 
Tokyo, April 27, 2018 -The Japan Times, Ltd. (Head Office: Minato-ku, Tokyo. President: Mr. 

Takeharu Tsutsumi) has added new content to its digital archives (The Japan Times Archives 

(1897-2017)). This new content covers the period from the turbulent years of the Bakumatsu 

(final years of Edo) to the birth of the Meiji government, and includes rare historical events 

and details aspects of Japanese society from 150 years ago.  
 
The Japan Times Archives span 120 years and contain every page of the newspaper, from its 

inaugural edition in 1897 to 2017. Since the launch of these archives in 2013, this resource 

has proven popular with libraries and educational establishments and enjoyed praise from 

academics and researchers for its valuable insight.  
 
The new digitized content comes from an English-language newspaper established by the 

Englishman, Charles Rickerby, in Japan on Sept. 8 1865, 30 years before the establishment 

of the current The Japan Times. 
 
The additional content features contributions from Ernest Satow, a British diplomat who is said 

to have deeply influenced Japanese history. His contributions include articles under the title 

“British Policy,” as well as abridged translations of diaries of Japanese delegates to Europe. 

It’s believed that Satow’s “British Policy” was a major influence on the Meiji Restoration. 

Translations of these essays were also distributed in small booklets to supporters of the 

Restoration at the time of newspaper’s publication.   
 
As 2018 marks the anniversary of 150 years since the Meiji Restoration, 

this is a perfect time to look back and read about the social upheaval that 

occurred during the modernization of Japan.  
 

 
Outline of the The Japan Times Archive 

expansion 

Product name: “The Japan Times of 1860s” Digitial Edition 
Period: September 1865-June 1866 
Content: 223 pages, weekly paper, 4-8 pages per issue. Includes 

domestic and foreign news; information on foreign ships and court trials, 

plus ads for companies and embassies in Japan 

Access plan: Optional purchase with The Japan Times Archives or 

independent purchase. 
URL: http://jtimes.jp/archives 

*This product is currently only available for institutions, not individuals. 
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