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NOTICE: Feb. 12 is a newspaper holiday, 
which means there will be no Japan Times /  
New York Times International Edition on 
Feb. 13. The press holiday is to provide time 
off for delivery personnel.  
 The Japan Times, Ltd.
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U.S. President Donald 
Trump gives a thumbs-
up while walking to 
Marine One with Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe on 
the South Lawn of the 
White House on Friday.  
AFP-JIJI

Washington
KYODO

The leaders of Japan and the 
United States spoke positively of 
their decision Friday to set up a 
dialogue on bilateral trade, but 
forthcoming negotiations may 
cost Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
political capital at home.

Stopping short of declaring 
the start of bilateral free trade 
agreement negotiations, Abe and 
President Donald Trump agreed 
to establish a “bilateral dialogue 
framework” co-helmed by Deputy 
Prime Minister Taro Aso — who 
doubles as finance minister — and 
Vice President Mike Pence.

Under the banner of his “Amer-

ica First” agenda, Trump pulled 
the U.S. out of the 12-party Trans-
Pacific Partnership trade agree-
ment shortly after taking office on 
Jan. 20. With its largest signatory 
by gross domestic product gone, 
the TPP cannot come into force 
under its current terms.

That was galling news to Abe, 
who expended a great deal of 
effort to convince key agricultural 
and industry lobbies to agree to 
the TPP’s wide-ranging tariff cuts 
in exchange for the promise of 
enhanced export opportunities.

“Both Japan and the United 
States have a great chance to 
expand free trade and invest-
ment in the Asia-Pacific region, 
which is achieving ever more 
rapid growth,” Abe said at Friday’s 

news conference. “But that must 
be done in a fair manner.”

Takumi Sakuyama, a former 
TPP negotiator for the Japanese 
government who is now an asso-
ciate professor of agriculture at 
Tokyo’s Meiji University, said it 
is “risky” but “inevitable” for the 
Abe administration to respond to 
a U.S. request to start negotiations 
on a bilateral trade deal.

“Bilateral discussions are going 
to give an advantage to the larger 
economy — the U.S. — and Mr. 
Trump’s record of complaints 
about Japan’s automotive trade, 
beef tariffs and currency manipu-
lation indicates he will … drive a 
hard bargain,” he said.

On the bilateral security front, 
Trump thanked the people of 

Japan for hosting the U.S. military 
and mirrored the language of the 
Abe administration in calling the 
bilateral alliance “the cornerstone 
of peace and stability” in the Asia-
Pacific region.

Trump’s remarks on the cam-
paign trail last year had raised 
concerns that his administration 
might reduce its commitment to 
defending Japan unless the island 
ally coughed up more of the costs 
of stationing U.S. troops there.

According to the joint state-
ment, the leaders agreed that the 
United States will strengthen its 
presence in the region and Japan 
will “assume larger roles and 
responsibilities in the alliance.”

While a Japanese government 
official quoted Abe and Trump as 

agreeing at a working lunch Friday 
that the Japan-U.S. trade friction 
of the 1980s is “a thing of the dis-
tant past,” Japanese negotiators 
may find Trump’s fairly consistent 
America First creed gives them 
little wiggle room.

Trump has taken issue with the 
size of the U.S. trade deficit with 
Japan and called on it to knock 
down nontariff barriers to U.S. 
auto imports, scoring points with 
supporters. In agriculture, U.S. 
beef and pork farmers’ lobbies have 
urged Trump to pursue a bilateral 
deal with Japan to compete with 
Australia, which enjoys lower tar-
iffs on its beef exports to Japan 
under an economic partnership 
agreement.

Abe, Trump 
take baby 
steps on trade

Continued on Page 2

• Leaders agree to start bilateral dialogue 

• Deputies Aso, Pence to anchor framework

• Step seen as risky but inevitable for Japan
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News / Business / Sports 
ニュースページに関しては、ジャパンタイムズの記者によ
るオリジナル記事や提携している海外の通信社/新聞社か
らの記事を厳選してお届けします。速報から分析記事まで
スピーディかつクオリティの高い情報を掲載します。過去
1週間に国内外で起こった大きなニュースを写真と記事で
振り返るweekly roundup というセクションもあります。

Timeout
タイムアウトは特別に編成されたチ
ームにより作成された、オリジナル記
事満載のセクションです。話題の人
物にスポットをあてたインタビュー
や最新のトピックを深く掘り下げた
記事などを掲載します。

Opinion
各界のオピニオンリーダーからの
寄稿、日本の世論の指針として注目
される社説、また、英紙のガーディア
ンや米紙のワシントン・ポストなど
海外の主要な英字紙の社説も紹介
します。
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Y
et another round of talks 
between Iran and concerned 
nations over Iran’s nuclear 
program has ended in failure. 
Ten years of negotiations have 
yielded precious little progress 

and doubts surrounding Tehran’s nuclear 
ambitions continue to grow.

It is within Iran’s power to end this 
deadlock and to reduce the sanctions that 
are inflicting great harm on its economy. 
Only misplaced pride, dangerous domes-
tic political calculations, or perhaps a 
genuine nuclear weapons development 
program could account for Iran’s tenac-
ity. Experts expect little change until 
this summer after Iran holds national 
elections. Delay, however, will only bring 
closer the time at which other countries 
will have said they must act to deny Iran a 
nuclear option.

Multilateral talks between Iran and the 
“P5-plus-1” (the five permanent members 
of the United Nations Security Council 

— Britain, China, France, Russia and the 
United States — and Germany) have been 
going on since 2006 to resolve the nuclear 
crisis. Iran admits that it has a nuclear 
program, but insists it is for civilian pur-
poses only.

Tehran, however, has neither given 
the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) access to facilities nor answered 
questions that would put to rest all doubts 
about Iranian intentions. Convinced of its 
right to pursue the peaceful use of atomic 
energy, a right granted by the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT), Iran con-
tinues to modernize and develop its capa-

bilities, spurring concern that the country 
is just a few years away from acquiring 
the ability to produce the fissile material 
needed for a nuclear bomb.

That prospect alarms many nations, 
but none more so than Israel. With Ira-
nian leaders challenging that nation’s 
very right to exist, Israeli politicians right-
fully consider a nuclear-armed Tehran an 
existential threat. That view is shared by 
the U.S. government.

U.S. President Barack Obama prom-
ised in Israel last month that he would 
do “what is necessary” to stop Iran from 
acquiring a bomb. And Washington and 
Tel Aviv are not the only governments 
troubled by that possibility. It is believed 
by many that Iran’s acquisition of nuclear 
capabilities would likely prod Turkey and 
Saudi Arabia to do that same.

So, the stakes are high. Unfortunately 
diplomatic progress has been elusive. 
Two days of “long and intensive” talks in 
Kazakhstan on April 5-6 failed to bridge 
the gaps between the two sides. This 
round followed a meeting in February, 
at which the P5-plus-1 presented what 
its representatives called a “fair and bal-
anced offer.”

Rather than respond to it, Iran report-
edly provided a plan of action of its own 
that the other five countries are now 
studying, a move that Russia officials 
characterized as “a step forward.”

Anonymous U.S. officials conceded that 
“there was no breakthrough but also no 
breakdown.” The focus of the dispute is 
twofold: the sequencing of steps, includ-
ing the lifting of U.N. sanctions imposed 
against Iran for its defiance of the IAEA, 
and the access that Tehran would give to 
international inspectors.

The P5-plus-1 want Iran to abandon all 
enrichment activities. Iran rightly notes 
that this right is granted under the NPT, 
but that is only when the activities are 
supervised. Reportedly Iran is demand-
ing an end to restrictions on its oil trade 
and financial transactions; its negotiating 
partners are only willing to lift sanctions 
against gold transactions and petrochem-
ical trade.

It is not clear what access Iran is will-

ing to grant, but thus far it has refused to 
permit inspectors on the most sensitive 
facilities, claiming they are military in 
nature or not involved in the nuclear pro-
gram. With a presidential election sched-
uled to be held in Iran in June, there is 
very little chance of a breakthrough in the 
negotiations. Having pushed the nuclear 
program as far as it has, the current gov-
ernment in Iran is unlikely to bargain it 
away. Its negotiating partners also do not 
want to force a showdown that would risk 
a breakdown.

If a more moderate Iranian government 
takes power, it would be easier for it to 
work within an existing diplomatic frame-
work than to resurrect a deal rejected by 
its predecessor.

At the same time, however, there is the 
danger that the delay only permits Iran to 
get closer to the realization of its nuclear 
ambitions. Israel believes Iran is only 
stalling, drawing out the talks to give it 
time to create a nuclear fait accompli.

Two external factors are likely to shape 
Iranian thinking. The first is the standoff 
the world is having with North Korea. 
Tehran has close ties to Pyongyang and 
it has been carefully watching how the 
world has responded to North Korea as it 
has developed its nuclear program. Teh-
ran will demand equal treatment.

The second factor is the situation 
in Syria. Syria is Iran’s closest ally in 
the Middle East and the unrest there is 
extremely troubling to Tehran. Western 
intervention in Syria would be viewed as a 
dry run against Tehran.

If the Syrian government of President 
Bashir Assad were to fall, Iran would feel 
very isolated. In such an environment, 
a conservative government in Tehran 
would see a nuclear arsenal as even more 
compelling as a guarantor of its security 
and survival. The key then is to convince 
the Iranian people and their government 
that the West’s complaint is not the gov-
ernment in Tehran, but its policies.

All is possible if Iran were to reach a 
nuclear accord. There is still time, but it is 
getting short. (900 words)
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J   
apan and Taiwan on Wednesday 
signed an agreement on fish-
ing rights in the sea near the 
disputed Senkaku Islands in the 
East China Sea, claimed by both 
China and Taiwan. The agreement 

sets aside the sovereignty issue over the 
Senkakus and allows Taiwanese trawlers 
to operate in part of Japan’s exclusive eco-
nomic zone.

It is our hope that Japan and Taiwan 
will successfully manage fishing opera-
tions in accordance with the accord so 
that it will serve as a model for resolving 
the dispute between Japan and China 
over the islands.

Taiwan began asserting its claim over 
the Senkaku Islands around 1970, before 
China began to do so. The fisheries nego-
tiations between Japan and Taiwan began 
in 1996 but were suspended in 2009. 
Meanwhile, Japan and China signed a 

new fisheries agreement in 1997.
The Japan-China accord, which went 

into force in 2000, provisionally demar-
cated a body of water north of the Sen-
kaku Islands where fishing boats from 
both countries can operate without per-
mission from either country.

Fishermen from the northern part of 
Taiwan have long been shut out of their 
traditional fishing grounds near the Sen-
kakus because of the absence of a fishing 
accord between Taiwan and Japan and 
because of strict patrolling by Japan. Tai-
wan called on Japan to settle the fishing 
issue in view of the difficulties faced by 
its fishermen. The two sides held pre-
paratory talks in November and March, 
ahead of the formal talks that took place 
Wednesday.

Both sides have something to gain from 
the agreement. Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, who wisely took the initiative in 
pushing the talks, apparently wanted to 
prevent Taiwan and China from forming 
a joint front against Japan in the Senkaku 

dispute. The diplomatic breakthrough 
will also likely boost Taiwanese Presi-
dent Ma Ying-jeou’s slumping popularity 
at home.

The body of water covered by the 
agreement is divided into two areas. In 
one area, known for its abundant stocks 
of tuna, Japan and Taiwan will establish 
a joint committee to set fishing quotas 
as well as the number of ships that both 
sides may operate. In the other area, fish-
ing boats from both countries may oper-
ate freely.

Okinawan fishermen have expressed 
concern that they may have trouble with 
Taiwanese fishermen during fishing oper-
ations and that their fishing boats might 
be driven out of the fishing grounds by 
throngs of Taiwanese fishing boats. The 
government should take necessary mea-
sures to ensure this doesn’t happen.

Mr. Ma should be praised for refraining 
from fanning Taiwanese nationalism over 
the dispute. Taking the high road, he has 
instead strived to emphasize the common 

interests shared by Taiwan and Japan. In 
August 2012, he had proposed an East-
China Sea Peace Initiative to push joint 
development of resources there and to 
enact a code of conduct.

His attitude and actions should serve 
as a model for Japan and China to find 
ways to expand their mutual interests 
without increasing bilateral tensions. 
Liberal Democratic Party deputy presi-
dent Mr. Masahiko Koumura, head of the 
Japan-China Friendship Parliamentar-
ians’ Union, could play an important dip-
lomatic role when he visits China in early 
May. (514 words)
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A positive step made in Senkaku dispute
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TimeOutLetter of the week

Mark Buckton
SPECIAL TO THE JAPAN TIMES

A
sk your average Japanese 
person or non-native Japano-
phile to name a “traditional” 
form of domestic theater and 
the classics such as kabuki 
and Noh would feature prom-

inently. Bunraku puppetry may even get 
the odd mention, particularly in its ances-
tral home of Osaka.

Few, however, would name the theater 
genre that fills more audience seats every 
year, day in and day out, than any other in 
the land.

That form of theater is Takarazuka — or 
Takarazuka Revue, to give the musical 
theater troupe its formal title. For most, 
this stage entertainment named after 
the provincial town in Hyogo Prefecture 
where it started, and is still based, is about 
little more than glitz and glamour, songs 
and dance, clouds of grand-finale ostrich 
feathers, women playing women — and 
women playing men. At least that’s the 
popular stereotype.

In reality, to any fan of live theater, 
Japanese or not, Takarazuka — even with 
all the pomp and costume changes near 
the end of a show — is just as deep, and as 
historical in many of the works it stages, 
as male-only kabuki or noh.

Often, it is far more moving than they 
are to modern audiences familiar with 
movies such as “Casablanca” or “The 
King’s Speech” — or stage performances 
from Europe such as “The Scarlet Pimper-
nel” or the Viennese musical “Eliswabeth.”

Each of these and many other globally 
renowned shows besides have been per-
formed — almost always to packed houses 

— both in the capital’s Takarazuka Theater 
in Hibiya and in its home theater not far 
from Kobe and Osaka.

But it wasn’t always so.
Back in 1913, one Ichizo Kobayashi, the 

founder and president of Hankyu Rail-
ways that operated in the northern part 
of the Kansai region had the bright idea 
of entertaining visitors at the hot-spring 
resort of Takarazuka using a band of sing-
ing and dancing girls — and profiting 
by selling more train tickets on his com-
pany’s line linking the town with nearby 
population centers.

The unusually outgoing Taisho Era 

— sandwiched, from 1912–26, between 
its straight-laced Meiji predecessor and 
Showa Era fascism to come — had just 
begun. Increasingly, the West was influ-
encing more and more this nation that 
had, well within living memory, been 
a feudal military dictatorship under 
the Tokugawa shoguns since 1603, with 
armed samurai a common sight in every-
day life.

And in Takarazuka, the town, history 
was being made as the company that 
was brought together exactly 100 years 
ago, in 1913, took to the stage for the first 
time a year later in a performance called 

“Donburako” — based on the old folk tale 
“Momotaro,” about a hero youth found 
as a baby inside a peach bobbing down a 

stream — thereby sowing the seeds for a 
century of theater to come.

The next 30 years saw a huge expan-
sion in the scale of performances, and a 
resulting increase in popularity as Han-
kyu made enough profit to soon purchase 
their own theater buildings — one in 
Takarazuka, which now has a population 
of around 220,000, and another in Tokyo.

However, with the approach of World 
War II, things became somewhat more 
austere, and even though the shows went 
on, performances were — like so many 
other aspects of life — geared toward rais-
ing nationalistic morale and fostering the 
general war effort.

In the postwar years, with the Allied 
Occupation forces at one time reportedly 
pondering whether or not to ban kabuki, 
Takarazuka fortunately escaped such 
suspicion even though the troupe had 
most certainly been swept up in the zeit-
geist of nationalistic militarism. Despite 
this, it was felt to not have the ingrained 
mind-set of old, so often seen in the tales 
of samurai loyalty and blind obedience 
at the core of many kabuki plays. Hence, 
unlike kabuki, the Takarazuka Revue was 
never feared in the same way by Japan’s 
war-victorious foreign occupiers.

In the decades since, one result of the 
troupe having escaped too much postwar 
attention has been that the Takarazuka 

Takarazuka turns 100

Taking back 
students’  
lost years
As an associate professor at a 
national university, I completely 
agree with The Japan Times 
April 8 editorial “Delay recruit-
ment even longer.” The current 
regimen robs students of critical 
time for education, experience 
and maturity.

University students spend 
much of their first two years 
studying introductory or gen-
eral courses, while gaining soft 
social skills and life experience 
though participation in sports, 
club activities and part-time 
jobs — all critical processes in 
experiential learning and iden-
tity formation. Summer and 
winter vacations, meanwhile, 
give ample time for seminar 
research trips, study-abroad 
programs, work experience and 
internships.

But in April of year three, all 
such learning must come to an 
abrupt halt when job hunting 
begins in earnest. This ardu-
ous process includes extensive 
travel, multiple seminars, 
numerous company orientations 
and various interviews.

If the newly formed govern-

ment panel truly wants reform, 
why not seek the opinions of all 
the stakeholders in higher edu-
cation: parents, students, teach-
ers, university administrators, 
government, and industry?

The panel might do well to 
ask: parents, if they mind paying 
double for their children’s “two 
years” of education; students, if 
they feel ready to compete for 
entry into corporate society at 
the age of 20; the government, 

Do companies really need 
one more full year of recruit-
ment under current employ-
ment conditions when there are 
more applicants than positions 
available? potential and lost 
innocence.
PHILIP McCASLAND
Fukushima

‘Iron Lady’ is 
worth emulating
Much has been written and said 
about the life and times of Mar-
garet Thatcher. I was especially 
pleased to read Gwynne Dyer’s 
balanced article “The Iron Lady’s 
lasting legacy” and George 
Will’s complimentary “Margaret 
Thatcher buoyed by vigorous vir-
tues,” both published April 11 in 

The Japan Times print edition.
I am of the generation that 

lived and worked in England 
before, during and after her 
three administrations. I experi-
enced the chaos of our “winter 
of discontent” in 1978-79 under 
the Labour government of James 
Callaghan.

I experienced the feeling of 
our cherished democracy being 
attacked and wounded by the 
power of the unions and the 
extreme left and, like most of 
“middle England,” I began to 
feel despair that our great nation 
might be irreparably damaged 
and would continue ad infinitum 
to be the “sick man of Europe.”

But, no. We had our own “Arab 
Spring” on Thatcher’s election in 
1979. It came as a breath of fresh 
air amid the stench of streets 
filled with rubbish and our dead 
unburied! It brought us hope and 
confidence for a future in which 
we could be “great” again, and I 
for one compared it to the heady 
days of John F. Kennedy’s arrival 
at the White House in 1961.

That hope and confidence 
were fulfilled by this wonderful 
leader, and despite her faults 
and missteps along the way, I 
followed her faithfully and now, 
with gratitude, applaud her 
legacy in my country as well as 
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Stepping out: Yuzuki Reon (above, front) and 
other otokoyaku (male-role actresses) in 

“Takarazuka Japonisme-Modulations”;   
“Donburako”  (left), the first-ever Takarazuka 
play held in 1914.  KANSHI H. SATO

What’s everyone else 
saying on Twitter?
Train, train
@tokyoreporter: Yamanote 
Song: A little song to help you 
remember the stations on the 
JR Yamanote line http://bit.ly/
fo2DQE via @seanmaki

“Ridiculous sandwich”
@Mulboyne: British chef calls 
yakisoba pan “a ridiculous 
sandwich”: http://www.standard.
co.uk/lifestyle/foodanddrink/
carboncarb-the-japanese-noo-
dle-dog-8628623.html

Reality bites
@JGKarlin: If Japan had reality 
TV, I would totally watch a “Cops” 
style show about the people who 
collect the NHK receiving fees 
door-to-door. #NHK受信料

 Tweets of the Week
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Regarding the April 9 article 
“PAC-3 batteries deployed as 
North Korea threatens missile 
launch”: Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, who oversees a 
vast military nuclear complex, 
has warned that any nuclear 
conflict on the Korean Penin-
sula “could make Chernobyl 
look like a fairy tale.”

The game-changer here could 
be the fact that South Korea 
has 23 nuclear reactors (at four 
sites) providing one-third of 
South Korea’s electricity. Its 
longer-term aim, reaffirmed 
in mid-2011, is to provide 59 
percent of electricity from 40 
units by 2030.

Were North Korea to use 
precision missiles armed with 
conventionally tipped war-
heads to target the irradiated 
spent nuclear fuel in cooling 
ponds adjoining these reactors 

— the cooling buildings are not 
hardened for protection against 
attack as the adjoining nuclear 
reactors are — it would release 
many times the radioactiv-
ity released in the Chernobyl 
accident (1986), and make the 
Fukushima accident look com-
paratively minor.

While blowback would ensure 
that North Korea would itself 
suffer from radioactive fallout, 
desperate beleaguered despots 
do crazy things when cornered.

Japan’s 54 nuclear power 
plants and associated facilities 
provide a further regional haz-
ard if conflict were to escalate.

For more detailed horror, see 
the 1985 Foreign Affairs article 
by former U.S. State Department 
official and now University 
of California academic Ben-
nett Ramberg, “Nuclear Power 
Plants As Weapons For the 
Enemy: An Unrecognized Mili-
tary Peril” (www.foreignaffairs.

Conventional 
attack would  
be bad enough

TWITTER :  @japantimes  
GOOGLE+ :  plus.google.com/+japantimes

FACEBOOK :  www.facebook.com/thejapantimes  

Japan’s newest traditional theater celebrates with a spectacular show featuring its biggest star
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KYODO

Farmers and carmakers alike are 
airing concerns about the Japan-
U.S. accord reached last week that 
endorsed Tokyo’s participation 
in the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
talks, even as major domestic 
business lobbies hailed the move.

The agricultural sector fears 
that Japan’s entry to the trade lib-
eralization discussions will result 
in an influx of bargain-basement 
food imports, while automakers 
are lamenting the bilateral agree-
ment reached Friday for what 
they perceive as unequal treat-
ment compared to their South 
Korean rivals.

But business lobby groups wel-
comed the deal, saying it is essen-
tial that Japan join the ongoing 
discussions to determine a frame-
work for the TPP as soon as possi-
ble in order to secure Wits national 

interests. The final accord is slated 
to be concluded by year’s end.

Kotaro Endo, a 60-year-old rice 
farmer in Yamagata Prefecture, 
expressed distrust of the govern-
ment, saying he finds it “incom-
prehensible” that Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe decided to take part 
in the multilateral talks before 
securing a promise from the U.S. 
to exclude sensitive items from 
tariff elimination. In principle, 
the TPP seeks to abolish all tariffs 
among its member countries.

Tatsuo Fujiwara, 61, who 
breeds around 1,000 beef cattle 
in Miyazaki Prefecture, warned 
that if the current tariff on beef 
imports is removed during the 
TPP negotiations, the domestic 
industry “won’t be able to com-
pete at all” with cheaper imports 
because of its higher costs.

Another cattle farmer, 60-year-
old Yoshiaki Somekawa, also from 
Miyazaki, said he would have to 
try to stay in business by altering 
the composition of his feedstuff 
to increase the amount of milk 
his cows produce.

The TPP, which aims to cre-
ate a massive free-trade area 
among Pacific Rim economies, is 
also prompting fears that it may 
undermine food safety, as labeling 
requirements for food additives 
and genetically modified items, 
as well as standards on pesticide 
residue, could be relaxed.

Yasuaki Yamaura, cohead of 
the Consumers Union of Japan, 
voiced alarm over what he sees as 
the overly rapid preparatory pro-
cess the government has engaged 
in to obtain approval to take part 

in the TPP talks, saying consum-
ers and producers have not been 
sufficiently informed.

“People in Japan may be forced 
to merely accept the outcome of 
the discussions,” he cautioned.

As for the nation’s major 
automakers, they expressed dis-
appointment that Tokyo and 
Washington decided to delay for 
as long as possible the elimina-

tion of U.S. tariffs on imported 
Japanese vehicles, by introduc-
ing a longer moratorium than that 
agreed between the United States 
and South Korea for their bilateral 
free-trade agreement.

The U.S. remains Japan’s larg-
est auto export market, and manu-
facturers including Toyota Motor 
Corp. Nissan Motor Co. and Honda 
Motor Co. will be find themselves 

TPP deal 
irks farmers, 
automakers

The quake also apparently 
rattled the nerves of a transport 
ministry official who mistakenly 
warned scores of airport offices 
that a North Korean missile had 
been launched.

The bureaucrat, who works in 
the Osaka aviation bureau, sent 
out an email to 87 airport offices 
warning of the nonexistent missile 
launch when he was trying to send 
out an alert about the temblor 
instead, the ministry said.
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Strong quake jolts Kobe area

Fred Bloggs
Washington
BLOOMBERG

The U.S. Treasury Department 
said it will press Japan to refrain 
from competitive devaluation 
while stopping short of accusing 
it of manipulating the yen, in a 
report on exchange rates.

The Treasury will pressure 
Tokyo to adhere to international 
commitments so as “to remain 
oriented toward meeting respec-
tive domestic objectives using 
domestic instruments, and to 
refrain from competitive devalu-
ation and targeting its exchange 
rate for competitive purposes,” the 
department said in its semiannual 
currency report to Congress that 
was released Friday.

The Bank of Japan surprised 
markets April 4 by doubling 
monthly bond purchases to almost 
match the U.S. Federal Reserve’s 
monetary easing, and by setting 
a two-year horizon for achiev-
ing its goal of 2 percent inflation. 
BOJ Gov. Haruhiko Kuroda said 
Friday there’s no time limit for 
the stimulus.

The yen has depreciated against 
all 16 of its most-traded peers 
since April 4, declining 2.2 percent 
to the dollar, 3.5 percent against 
the euro and 2.8 percent versus the 
Australian dollar.

“This is a shot across the BOJ’s 
bow,” Kit Juckes, a global strate-

gist at Societe Generale SA in Lon-
don, said. “Everyone still supports 
Japan’s fight against deflation.Rit 
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U.S. Treasury to 
press Abe on yen

For the latest updates follow us on  Twitter @japantimes

Taking to the streets: Farmers from 
across the nation (above) protest 
against Japan’s proposed 
participation in the TPP.  KYODO

Handshake: Shinzo Abe (left) with 
Indian PM Manmohan Singh.  KYODO

Continued from page 1

• TPP seeks to 
abolish all tariffs

• Agricultural 
sector opposes

• Business lobbies 
support the move

Abe vows new ties 
with Singh in India
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Fukushima leaks 
lead to confusion 
KYODO — The operator of the 
Fukushima No. 1 power plant 
said that visual checks of the 
crippled complex’s leaking 
cisterns have failed to turn up 
any clues as to how radioactive 
water is escaping.

Although workers removed 
some of the soil covering 
one of the troubled sunken 
reservoirs and checked an 
area where a leak detection 
pipe passes through one of 
the three water-containment 
sheets, no irregularities were 
found, Tokyo Electric Power Co. 
reported Friday.

“We have no choice but to 
think that the leakage occurred 
at another place in the case 
of the No. 2 (cistern),” Tepco 
spokesman Masayuki Ono said 
at a news conference.

Some of the junctions 
between the water-containment 
sheets might also be suspect, 
but even if holes exist in these 
areas they are unlikely to be 
large based on the amount of 
water that has accumulated 
in the detection pipe, accord-
ing to Ono.

Onsenderum adit hillend 
aecae. Tore in con et omnimodit 
porestias Tore in con et omni-
modit porestias volor rerae et 

Sharp to sell 9.2% 
of stake in Pioneer
KYODO  — Sharp Corp. plans 
to sell its 9.2 percent stake 
in Pioneer Corp. to finance 
restructuring measures and 
is looking for a buyer, sources 
revealed Saturday.

The struggling electronics 
maker is Pioneer’s top stock-
holder. It is expected to use 
the proceeds from selling its 
30 million shares in the maker 
of car navigation systems and 
home electronics to meet the 
redemption in September of 
around ¥200 billion in convert-
ible bonds.

Sharp has been thinking off 
selling its Pioneer shares since 
last year as part of a restructur-
ing push. The two companies, 
which formed a capital and 
business tieup in 2007, intend to 
keep collaborating and Pioneer 
will retain its 0.8 percent stake 
in Sharp, the sources said.

Pioneer shares ended Friday 
at ¥210 on the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange, putting the value of 
Sharp’s stake at over ¥6 billion.
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at a big disadvantage after Ameri-
can automobile tariffs are lifted in 
2016 on passenger vehicles from 
South Korea.

Following Washington’s lead, 
Australia has also called for main-
taining its auto tariffs during the 
process of devising the TPP frame-
work, sources close to the negotia-
tions said.
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Rolling with the punches: Haruhiko Kuroda, governor of the Bank of Japan 
(BOJ), said that the central bank has taken all “necessary” and “possible” 
measures to achieve the 2 percent inflation goal. BLOOMBERG

Reiji Yoshida
STAFF WRITER

The Supreme Court on Friday 
upheld high court rulings that the 
Japanese unit of U.K. drugmaker 
AstraZeneca PLC bore no liability 
over fatal side effects caused by its 
lung cancer drug Iressa.

The top court thus turned down 
appeals from relatives of patients 
who died from side effects of 
the drug. It previously refused 
to accept appeals against lower 
court rulings absolving the cen-
tral government of liability over 
the deaths.

The Tokyo High Court in 
November 2011 and the Osaka 
High Court in May 2012 both 
turned down the plaintiffs’ 
demand for damages, ruling that 
the government and the local 
unit, AstraZeneca K.K., were not 
responsible for the deaths.

The focal point of the cases was 
whether the government and the 
subsidiary had provided sufficient 
guidance to medical workers and 
patients about the risk of intersti-
tial pneumonia — a side effect of 
Iressa, which was approved by the 
health ministry as a cancer drug 
in July 2002.

Data from the Health, Labor 
and Welfare Ministry show that 
862 patients prescribed Iressa had 
died from interstitial pneumonia 
by the end of last year.

In March 2011, the Tokyo Dis-
trict Court ordered AstraZeneca 
K.K., which imports and markets 
Iressa in Japan, and the govern-
ment to pay a combined ¥17.6 mil-
lion to two of the four plaintiffs 

— relatives of three patients who 
died due to the drug’s side effects.

But the Tokyo High Court over-
turned the ruling eight months 

later, finding that the govern-
ment and the subsidiary were not 
responsible and turning down the 
plaintiffs’ demand for a combined 
¥77 million in damages.

Meanwhile, the Osaka District 
Court in February 2011 ordered 
the subsidiary to pay a total of 
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Top court nixes AstraZeneca 
drug deaths damages suit

The Treasury will pressure Tokyo to adhere to commitments

In brief

No recourse left: Akio Chikazawa (right), who led plaintiffs in a suit against 
the Japan unit of British drugmaker AstraZeneca PLC, faces reporters 
Friday after the Supreme Court ruled against. Caption loses a line.  KYODO
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Tepco clueless on 
Fukushima leaks
KYODO — The operator of the 
Fukushima No. 1  power plant 
said that visual checks of the 
crippled complex’s leaking 
cisterns have failed to turn up 
any clues as to how radioactive 
water is escaping.

Although workers removed 
some of the soil covering 
one of the troubled sunken 
reservoirs and checked an 
area where a leak detection 
pipe passes through one of 
the three water-containment 
sheets, no irregularities were 
found, Tokyo Electric Power Co. 
reported Friday.

“We have no choice but to 
think that the leakage occurred 
at another place in the case 
of the No. 2 (cistern),” Tepco 
spokesman Masayuki Ono said 
at a news conference.

Some of the junctions 
between the water-containment 
sheets might also be suspect, 
but even if holes exist in these 
areas they are unlikely to be 
large based on the amount of 
water that has accumulated 
in the detection pipe, accord-
ing to Ono.

Onsenderum adit hillend 
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CO2 forecast, risk 
of flooding grows
KYODO  — The risk of river flood-
ing might grow fourfold by the 
end of the century if global 
warming reaches its maximum 
estimate, according to a gov-
ernment report summarizing a 
study on the impact of climate 
change on Japan.

Tide-based risks also may 
climb because rising ocean 
levels are set to increase the 
amount of land at sea level 
around Tokyo, Osaka and Ise 
Bay, between Mie and Aichi 
prefectures, by some 50 percent, 
the report released Friday by 
the Environment Ministry, the 
science ministry and the Meteo-
rological Agency said.

According to the findings, 
Japan’s average temperature is 
forecast to rise between 2.1 and 
4.0 degrees by 2100 compared 
with the end of the 20th century, 
depending on progress in com-
batting global warming.

An official at the Environ-
ment Ministry said the report 
showed the severity of the 
potential domestic impacts of 
climate change. The govern-
ment is aiming to compile a 
plan by March 2015 on mea-
sures to reduce damage from 
global warming. bus et ad

Tore in con et omnimodit 

in the TPP talks, saying consum
ers and producers have not been 
sufficiently informed.

“People in Japan may be forced 
to merely accept the outcome of 
the discussions,” he cautioned.

As for the nation’s major 
automakers, they expressed dis
appointment that Tokyo and 
Washington decided to delay for 
as long as possible the elimina

The quake also apparently 
rattled the nerves of a transport 
ministry official who mistakenly 
warned scores of airport offices 
that a North Korean missile had 
been launched.

The bureaucrat, who works in 
the Osaka aviation bureau, sent 
out an email to 87 airport offices 
warning of the nonexistent missile 
launch when he was trying to send 
out an alert about the temblor 
instead, the ministry said.
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Strong quake jolts Kobe area
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Japanese Perspectives by Noriko Hama

Steve Rothwell
New York
AP

Growth stocks, neglected at the 
start of the year, are starting to get 
a bit of love from investors again.

The best returns in the Stan-
dard & Poor’s 500 index over the 
past month have been posted by 
technology companies. Industrial 
companies as well as banks and 
insurers are also performing bet-
ter. By contrast, gains for utilities 
and consumer staples companies 

— safe-play stocks that had been 
investor favorites in the first three 
months of this year — have stalled.

It’s a change in tone in the rally 
that has pushed the market to 
record highs this year. Investors 
are getting more comfortable own-
ing riskier stocks.

The gains for stocks early this 
year were driven by investors look-
ing for so-called defensive stocks: 
big companies in steady indus-
tries which pay large dividends 
and aren’t as volatile as the overall 
market. Now, investors are favor-
ing companies that have the best 
chance of increasing their profits 
as the economy expands.

After a period of subdued 
growth, investors are more opti-
mistic that the economy is set to 
revive. If the economy is poised 
for an upturn, companies whose 
fortunes are more closely linked 
to growth should do better.

Technology stocks have gained 
6.6 percent in the past month, the 
best performance of all the indus-
try groups that make up the S&P 
500. Utilities did the worst, falling 
5.7 percent. The index as a whole 
rose 4.8 percent.

Here are some reasons behind 
the shift in investor sentiment:

It’s the economy
Earlier this month, the govern-
ment said that unemployment fell 
to a four-year low as hiring picked 
up. That was another piece of evi-
dence pointing to better growth.

If investors believe that the 
economy will carry on improving, 
it makes sense for them to load up 
on the stocks of companies that 
will benefit most from accelerat-
ing growth.

Banks tend to perform bet-
ter in a strong economy because 
demand for loans increases 
as companies borrow more to 
expand. Technology stocks and 

industrial companies also do bet-
ter when other companies start to 
invest in new equipment. Airplane 
maker Boeing has gained 10.1 per-
cent over the past month to $100.

“The thing that you want to 
buy in this economy, is growth — 
wherever you can find it,” says Ron 
Sloan, a manager at Invesco.

High-dividend stocks
After a long run-up, stocks that pay 
rich dividends have become much 
more expensive recently.

The price-earnings ratio, a mea-
sure used by investors to value 
stocks, has surged for utilities and 
consumer staples companies.

Investors were paying more 
than 19 times next year’s earn-
ings over the past twelve months 
for utilities stocks at the end of 
April, the highest ratio in at least 
10 years, according to FactSet data. 
The ratio for consumer staples 
companies, such as Proctor & 
Gamble and Wal-Mart Stores, rose 
as high as 18.

Those ratios compare with an 
average price-earnings ratio for 
S&P 500 companies of 15.7, which 
is slightly above the 10-year aver-
age for the index of 15.1.

While those valuations have 

fallen back slightly over the past 
month, they’re still higher than 
for companies that will benefit 
if the economy picks up. Inves-
tors are currently paying just 14.2 
times earnings to buy financial 
stocks and 14.7 times earnings  
for technology stocks.

“The savvy investors that are 
doing this looked at valuations,” 
says Ron Florance, managing 
director of investment strategy at 
Wells Fargo Private Bank. “How 
much am I paying for economic 
opportunity?”

Dividend potential
It’s better to invest in a company 
that has the potential to earn more 
money, and in turn increase its 
dividends, than to overpay for 
established dividend payers, says 
Jim Morrow, a portfolio manager 
of Fidelity’s Equity Income Fund.

Financial and technology com-
panies may not pay the biggest 
dividends right now, but they have 
large amounts of cash on their bal-
ance sheets. That means they are 
in a position to pay more money 
to shareholders.

Technology companies in the 
S&P 500 have $419 billion of cash 
on their balance sheets, account-
ing for about 40 percent of all 
cash held by S&P 500 companies, 
according to S&P Capital IQ data.

“Give me a balance sheet that’s 
full of cash,” says Morrow.

Bond yields higher
Rising interest rates are bad for 
stocks that pay big dividends. 
When long-term interest rates 
start to rise, bonds start look-
ing attractive again to investors 
who are looking for income. That 
diminishes the appeal of defen-

U.S. investors shift from 
defense to growth

Share buybacks fuel bull market
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Repurchases of outstanding shares by U.S. companies have given a boost to the 
current stock market rally and may continue pushing prices even higher, 
according to Pavilion Global Markets strategists. 
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William Pesek
BLOOMBERG

The bond vigilantes are get-
ting antsy about Shinzo Abe’s 
shock-therapy program, dubbed 

“Abenomics.”
The reference here is to traders 

who protest fiscal or monetary 
policies that they consider infla-
tionary, and they sell bonds. Japan 
has become their latest target. 
Yields on benchmark government 
bonds rose to the 1 percent mark 
briefly last week amid concerns 
that radical Bank of Japan policies 
will raise interest rates and worsen 
an already-crushing debt burden.

Some increase in yields should 
be expected as the BOJ tries to 
end deflation. A central tenet of 
Abenomics, after all, is to push 
investors away from bonds and 
toward stocks in order to but-
tress confidence. What made the 
yield increase different was its 
speed and how assertively the 
BOJ charged into the market. It 
injected an additional ¥2 trillion 
($19.4 billion) into the financial 
system to stem volatility, pushing 
yields back to 0.85 percent.

Still, Thursday’s mini-panic 
in the equities market shows 
investors are worried about the 
side effects of Abe’s policies. The 
Tokyo Stock Price Index tumbled 
almost 7 percent, the most since 
the aftermath of the March 2011 
tsunami and nuclear disaster. 
Financial firms took a market-
value beating, and a flurry of sell 
orders triggered a halt in index 

futures in Osaka.
The BOJ is creating a pattern 

here. Several times in recent 
weeks, it has effectively inter-
vened in the debt market. It’s a 
reminder that Japan’s effort to 
end a two-decade-long funk won’t 
unfold as smoothly as Abenomics’ 
loudest cheerleaders had hoped. 
Nothing would destabilize the 
world’s third-biggest economy 
more than a surge in debt yields.

In Japan, the term “bond inves-
tor” is remarkably broad. Govern-
ment IOUs are the main financial 
asset held by banks, pension 
funds, insurance companies, 
government-run institutions, the 
postal savings system and individ-
uals. A big jump in yields would 
hurt virtually every corner of a 
$5.9 trillion economy.

That’s why BOJ Gov. Haruhiko 
Kuroda is trying so hard to hold 
as long as he can. 330 words.Dis 
et ipitatium que volecerate eum 
ut premque maioreste dicimaiore 
non exerferspel il iliqui quae ea aut 

Bond vigilantes  
wake investors from 
‘Abenomics’ trance

Meltdown: A stock display outside a 
securities firm in Tokyo on Thursday, 
when the Topix index slid more than 
5 percent. BLOOMBERG

T
wo mind-sets seem 
to be catching on 
in Japan these days. 
They worry me. One 
is the notion that 
something has to be 

useful to be of value. The other 
is that anything is justifiable on 
the grounds that everybody else 
is doing it.

The theory of usefulness is 
driving the Abe government’s 
promotion of better working 
conditions for women. They 
deserve longer maternity leave 
because they constitute an as 
yet inadequately utilized source 
of economic growth. To the 
extent that women are useful 
to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s 
new growth strategy, they will 
be placed at the center of the 
government’s concerns.

But there might just possibly 
be an ulterior motive to all of 
this. Abe could well be look-
ing at his extended maternity 
leave campaign as a useful way 
to keep women at home for 
longer parts of their lives. This 
government’s conservative 
heart yearns for the revival of 
traditional family values, and 
they might be hoping to make 
good strategic use of the let’s-
be-nice-to-women campaign as 
a means to that end.

Of even greater concern is 
that the utility theory appears 
to be putting pressure on peo-
ple who are neither obsessed 
with grand growth strategies 

nor holders of sinister ulterior 
motives.

I was recently asked by cam-
paigners against Japanese con-
stitutional reform whether an 
economic case could be made 
in support of retaining the paci-
fist Constitution as it is.

The argument would be that 
a peaceful nation would have 
access to greater economic 
gain than an antagonistic one 
because the rest of the world 
would be more willing to trade 
with peaceable people who have 
vowed not to wage war against 
anybody. Thus, it could be said 
that abandoning war is use-
ful to enhancing the welfare of 
the nation.

“Would this logic hold water?” 
they asked.

My heart goes out to those 
campaigners. They are facing 
an uphill job if they have to 
resort to notions of economic 
utility to convince people of 
the importance of remaining 
peaceful.

You uphold peace because 
that’s the right thing to do. You 
secure better working condi-
tions for women because they 
have a rightful claim to such 
treatment. No other reasoning 
or justification is necessary to 
do something that is decent 
and just.

Yet it increasingly seems 
to be the fashion of the day to 
demand “results.” To weigh 
costs against benefits. To 

uphold usefulness as the ulti-
mate source of legitimacy.

The other idea — that if 
everybody else is doing it, you 
should, too — is often called 
upon to justify the Bank of 
Japan’s huge monetary easing.

The Americans are doing 
it. The Europeans are doing it. 
Japan has been persistently fall-
ing behind. It’s time we caught 
up with everybody else. The 
BOJ is culpable for deflation. 
They should get on with the job 
of doing what everybody has 
been doing all this time. So goes 
the argument.

There is not one iota of con-
cern in this line of reasoning, 
however, over what central 
banks were made for in the first 
place. Their role as defender of 
the currency is being quite stu-
diously ignored.

As for the idea that the use 
of “comfort women” has always 
been standard practice in 
times of war and Japan should 
therefore not be singled out for 
bashing, the whole mind-set is 
beneath contempt.

However widespread it may 
be, a despicable deed is ever a 

Utility, ubiquity corrupt 
policymakers’ thinking

My heart goes 
out to those 
campaigners. 
They are facing 
an uphill job.
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A
inently. Bunraku puppetry may even get 
the odd mention, particularly in its ances
tral home of Osaka.

Few, however, would name the theater 
genre that fills more audience seats every 
year, day in and day out, than any other in 
the land.

That form of theater is Takarazuka — or 
Takarazuka Revue, to give the musical 
theater troupe its formal title. For most, 
this stage entertainment named after 
the provincial town in Hyogo Prefecture 
where it started, and is still based, is about 
little more than glitz and glamour, songs 
and dance, clouds of grand-finale ostrich 
feathers, women playing women — and 
women playing men. At least that’s the 
popular stereotype.

In reality, to any fan of live theater, 
Japanese or not, Takarazuka — even with 
all the pomp and costume changes near 
the end of a show — is just as deep, and as 
historical in many of the works it stages, 
as male-only kabuki or noh.

Often, it is far more moving than they 
are to modern audiences familiar with 
movies such as “Casablanca” or “The 
King’s Speech” — or stage performances 
from Europe such as “The Scarlet Pimper
nel” or the Viennese musical “Eliswabeth.”

Takarazuka turns 100
Japan’s

fallen back slightly over the past 
month, they’re still higher than 
for companies that will benefit 
if the economy picks up. Inves
tors are currently paying just 14.2 
times earnings to buy financial 
stocks and 14.7 times earnings 
for technology stocks.

“The savvy investors that are 
doing this looked at valuations,” 
says Ron Florance, managing 
director of investment strategy at 
Wells Fargo Private Bank. “How 
much am I paying for economic 

Dividend potential
It’s better to invest in a company 
that has the potential to earn more 
money, and in turn increase its 
dividends, than to overpay for 
established dividend payers, says 
Jim Morrow, a portfolio manager 
of Fidelity’s Equity Income Fund.

Share buybacks fuel bull market
Repurchases of outstanding shares by U.S. companies have given a boost to the 
current stock market rally and may continue pushing prices even higher, 
according to Pavilion Global Markets strategists. 
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paigners against Japanese con
stitutional reform whether an 
economic case could be made 
in support of retaining the paci
fist Constitution as it is.

The argument would be that 
a peaceful nation would have 
access to greater economic 
gain than an antagonistic one 
because the rest of the world 
would be more willing to trade 
with peaceable people who have 
vowed not to wage war against 
anybody. Thus, it could be said 
that abandoning war is use
ful to enhancing the welfare of 

“Would this logic hold water?” 

My heart goes out to those 
campaigners. They are facing 
an uphill job if they have to 
resort to notions of economic 
utility to convince people of 
the importance of remaining 

You uphold peace because 
that’s the right thing to do. You 
secure better working condi
tions for women because they 
have a rightful claim to such 
treatment. No other reasoning 
or justification is necessary to 
do something that is decent 

Yet it increasingly seems 
to be the fashion of the day to 
demand “results.” To weigh 
costs against benefits. To 

Utility, ubiquity corrupt 
policymakers’ thinking
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Sports

Ice Skating

Jack Gallagher
STAFF WRITER

Daisuke Takahashi came from 
behind to win the men’s singles 
on Friday night to keep Japan in 
the hunt for a medal at the World 
Team Trophy.

Despite making several mis-
takes in his free skate to “I 
Pagliacci” at Yoyogi National 
Gymnasium, Takahashi prevailed 
after three-time defending world 
champion Patrick Chan of Canada 
suffered a complete meltdown.

Takahashi touched the ice on 
his opening quad and botched 
the back end of three different 
combo jumps in an uneven per-
formance, but still put up solid 
numbers based on his technical 
elements and presentation to top 
the podium with 249.52 points.

Chan had an auspicious start 
to “La Boheme,” landing his open-
ing quad toe loop/triple toe loop 
combo, but then proceeded to fall 
three separate times and make 
several other errors on the way to 
finishing second with 240.21.

Chan’s compatriot Kevin Reyn-
olds came on strong to finish third 
with a total of 237.65, moving up 
from ninth place after the short 
program. Takahito Mura (233.68) 
came in fifth.

Takahashi’s victory gave the 
defending champion 48 points, 
putting Japan in third place in 
the biennial six-team competition 
with one day remaining.

The United States leads with 
55 points, with Canada in sec-
ond with 50.

Japan’s chances of retaining its 
title have been hurt by the lack of 
an entry in pairs. Narumi Taka-
hashi and Mervin Tran helped 
Japan win the title last year, but 
split up earlier this season in the 
wake of her shoulder injury.

“I decided to attempt to do the 
quad without worrying too much 
about it,” said Takahashi after his 
victory. “I wasn’t 100 percent satis-
fied with it, but was happy I could 
help the team. Now I’m looking for-
ward to a little rest after what has 
been a long season.”

“It’s very frustrating to end the 
season like this,” said Chan. “We 
don’t really have a choice for this 

event. My reason for 
coming here was for 

the team.” Chan 
implied that 

fatigue was a 
factor in his 

poor per-
formance 

this night.
“I had such 

a great season 
with the world 

Takahashi 
wins men’s 
title, keeps 
Japan in 
medal hunt

Golf: The Masters

Augusta  Georgia
AP

The 14-year-old from China isn’t 
going anywhere in a hurry. And 
this Masters is still a long way from 
taking shape.

Despite being the first player 
at Augusta National to get hit 
with a one-shot penalty for slow 
play, teenager Guan Tianlang still 
made history Friday as the young-
est player to make the cut in a PGA 
Tour-sanctioned event.

And it came down to the last 
shot of a wild and windy day.

Jason Day could have sent the 
kid home early with a birdie from 
just off the front of the green on 
the 18th hole. But the Australian 
was wide left and tapped in for 
par, giving him a 4-under 68 and 
a one-shot lead over fellow Aus-
sie Marc Leishman and the ageless 
Fred Couples.

The par meant that Guan, who 
had one shot added to his score on 
the 17th hole for his second bad 
time of the round — made the cut 
under the 10-shot rule.

“If I can make it, I would be really 
happy for it,” Guan said some five 
hours earlier. “But if I didn’t make 
it, it’s still a great week.”

He’s now part of a weekend 
at Augusta that should be as 
dynamic as ever.

Day was at 6-under 138, and 18 
players were within four shots of 
the lead, including Tiger Woods.

Woods moved into a share of 
the lead with a two-putt birdie 
on the eighth hole, and his game 
looked to be as sharp as ever — 
perhaps too sharp. Right when it 
looked like he might take the out-
right lead, Woods hit a lob wedge 
that was so perfect it hit the flag on 
the par-5 15th and caromed back-
ward off the green and into the 
water. Instead of having a short 
birdie putt, he had to scramble to 

save bogey.
Then, on the 18th, Woods’ shot 

hopped onto the upper shelf, lead-
ing to his second three-putt bogey 
of the week. He had to settle for a 
71, though he was still only three 
shots out of the lead.

“My score doesn’t quite indi-
cate how well I played today,” 
Woods said.

Day, a runnerup at the Masters 
two years ago, can be one of the 
most exciting players when his 
game is on, as it was Friday. Even 
from the pine straw under the 
trees on the dangerous 11th, the 
Aussie took dead aim at the pin 
and set up a rare birdie to join 
the leaders.

His only blunder was hit-
ting into the water short of the 
12th, though he still managed to 
escape with bogey, and then he 
hit a 4-wood low enough to stay 
below the trees and avoid the 
wind on the 13th, setting up a two-
putt birdie.

He was cognizant of the guys 
behind him — Woods included 

— though just as much pressure 
comes from trying to be the first 
Australian in a green jacket.

“The moment I start worrying 
about other players is the moment 
I start losing focus on what I need 
to do, and when I do that, I’ll start 
making bogeys,” Day said. “It’s 
obviously great to have the lead. 
I’m very exciting for the challenge 
over the next two days. It really is 
exciting to have the opportunity 
to win the Masters. I’m very, very 
happy where I am right now.”

The 53-year-old Couples, who 
shared the 36-hole lead last year at 
the Masters, birdied the 18th hole 
for a 71 and will play in the final 
group of the session the next day.

Former Masters champion 
Angel Cabrera of Argentina bird-
ied five of his last six holes for a 
69 and was in the group two shots 
behind, along with former U.S. 
Open champion Jim Furyk (71) 

and Brandt Snedeker (70).
Woods was at 3-under 141 with 

six others, including Adam Scott 
(72), Lee Westwood (71) and Justin 
Rose (71).

And still in the mix was Rory 
McIlroy, who turned his fortunes 
around with a 5-wood from about 
275 yards that set up a short eagle 
putt. He added three more bird-
ies on the back nine and had a 70, 
leaving him only four shots out of 
the lead going into the weekend.

Ryo Ishikawa made the cut at  
4-over 148, including a 77 in the 
second round.
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Learning curve: Guan Tianlang 
(above), a 14-year-old from China, 
became the youngest player to 
make the cut in a PGA Tour-
sanctioned event on Friday at the 
Masters. Guan overcame a 
controversial penalty for slow play 
to reach the weekend at Augusta; 
Jason Day (left) looks on during the 
second round of the Masters on 
Friday. AP, AFP-JIJI
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Daisuke 
Takahashi 
on his way 
to his title.  
 KYODO

 第３種郵便物認可

16   |  THE JAPAN TIMES ON SUNDAY   |  OCTOBER 00, 2013  |  見本  第３種郵便物認可 見本 |  OCTOBER 00, 2013   |  THE JAPAN TIMES ON SUNDAY |  17    第３種郵便物認可 

London 
THE OBSERVER 

‘S
o are you a Buddhist?” I ask 
the driver. “No, I am Hindu.” 

“Oh, so you’re a Tamil?” “I am 
a Tamil,” the driver says, and 
then shouts: “BUT I AM NOT 
A TERRORIST!”

Sri Lanka is the travel destination 
of 2013, at least according to the travel 
industry. After decades of war, peace is 
opening up the northern reaches of the 
wondrous isle off the tip of India. Brit-
ish Airways has just created a route to 
Colombo via the Maldives. Set against this 
(although not affecting visitor numbers) 
is Sri Lanka’s increasingly brutal govern-
ment. The Rajapaksa family is tighten-
ing its grip. The Tamils are cowed. Even 
Sarath Fonseka, the former general cred-
ited with beating the Tigers (and accused 
of killing 40,000), has found his bid for 
political power stymied. We are heading 
north to visit Palagama Beach, a collec-

tion of cabanas on the unfashionable 
west coast. They were designed by Cecil 
Balmond, who with Anish Kapoor co-
designed the Orbit, the helter-skelter in 
the Olympic Park in London. Balmond is 
probably the most significant Sri Lankan 
architect since Geoffrey Bawa.

Of course, the country is so popular 
because on the surface it doesn’t feel 
as if it’s emerging from slaughter. After 
arriving, we stayed at the Wallawwa, 
an idyllic hotel of reflecting pools and 
courtyards. It mimicked a private house 
in having no reception, nor any outward 
sign of authority. If you wanted some-
thing, someone just seemed to turn up. 
We wanted black pork and red chicken 
curry - one of the finest curries I’ve ever 
tasted. Now, outside the car window, Sri 
Lanka seems like a garden gone mad. All 
is thriving: plants, people, wildlife. All 
are entwined. All fight for space. On the 
roads, this is a bit of a nightmare. We 
pass Buddhist shrines, churches, Hindu 
shrines, mosques. Occasionally enough 
space opens up for a paddy field. Mostly, 

though, there are roadside stalls, selling 
everything. Every hour or so, my compan-
ion would cry: “Thambili!” and we’d pull 
over so she could get a coconut. In the old 
days, the driver says, he’d have to cross 10 
army check points on his way up to Kal-
pitiya. Now there are none. But that’s OK, 
because he’s not a terrorist... 

We cut across salt pans and through 
wind farms, taking red-dust roads until 
we arrive at Alankuda Beach, home to 
Palagama Beach resort and four neigh-
bouring properties. These were bought by 
Balmond and several friends some years 
back, and each has created its own idea 
of paradise. Greeted at the road, we walk 
down through what feels like a fishing vil-
lage, the illusion shattered by the sight of 
an infinity pool designed like a lightning 
flash. Beyond its trompe-l’oeil a storm is 
getting up offshore. As the rain arrives, we 
eat devilled prawns in the middle of an 
open-sided hut, the rain lashing so hard 
it seems to be trying to get us. The other 
guests huddle in shaded huts by the pool 
and with time we find that they are an 

eclectic group. There’s a wannabe rock 
star on honeymoon with his lawyer wife, 
an Italian boat captain and his Al Jazeera 
reporter girlfriend, and Diana Quick. Most 
are at the end of a trip to the cultural tri-
angle in Sri Lanka’s centre.

When the rain eases we make for our 
cabana on the beach. It is still dripping 
from the storm, but now the rain has gone 
the sound of the waves fills the space. 
Balmond’s idea for Palagama, he says, is 
to create “the sense of place” and it’s very 

Sri Lanka: Open season

the only other guest, an engineer over 
from the mainland. The colorful fare 
mainly comprised superfresh seafood, 
including  lots of sashimi ika (squid), 
hirogi (a kind of scallop with bright pur-
ple or orange shells) and sazae (turbo sea 
snails), as well as a whole tai (sea bream) 
accompanied by local vegetables such as 
burdock and lotus roots.

The next day, exploring the small town, 
we were intrigued by the ubiquitous sight 
of what looked like white socks spinning 
round on small motorized clothes-driers. 
Closer inspection revealed that the “socks” 
were squid torsos, gutted and impeccably 
cleaned. Squid are a major concern in 

the Oki Islands, where fishing and tour-
ism are about the only money-spinners. 
Then later, at the end of one tiny inlet, 
we stumbled across small but beautiful 
Yurahime Shrine, dedicated to the guard-
ian deity of the sea and said to have been 
founded in 842. And as if they sense its 
spirituality, sometimes in winter so many 
little cephalopods throng the adjacent 
Ikayosenohama (Squid-calling Harbor) 
that, the priest assured us, you can catch 
them with your hands.

However, our main challenge that day 
was to find mysterious Takuhi (Burn-
ing Fire) Shrine, hidden away near the 
island’s highest point. The helpful lady at 
the little tourist office recommended us to 
hop a bus as far as it went, then booked us 
a taxi to take us from the bus stop to the 
foot of the mountain.

The countryside was delightful: Narrow 
roads wound round soft green hillsides 
dotted with mossy shrines and cattle with 
oddly twisted horns grazed on the slopes 
while black butterflies the size of bats 
flopped around like lovesick fedoras.

When the asphalt ran out and a steep 
overgrown path began, the taxi driver 
stopped. He instructed us to help our-
selves to a stout stick from a box by 
the path.

“Walking sticks?” I asked.
“To ward off snakes,” he explained, 

gesturing that we should beat the under-
growth as we walked.

The constant chirping of cicadas revved 
up to an intimidating roar as we beat our 
way up the narrow path through thick 
dank vegetation. But the tree cover gave 
us welcome shelter from the sun’s mid-
day ferocity. Occasional clearings offered 
stunning views of the shimmering golden 
sea, with mist-shrouded islands stretch-
ing away like a dragon’s tail.

Fortunately, the mountain’s summit is 
at a none-too-lofty 450 meters, and before 
long we were confronted by a magnificent 
800-year-old cedar that stands before the 
shrine up there — a building every bit as 
impressive as we’d been promised. Built 
out from a huge cave in the mountainside 
in the mid-Heian Period (794-1185), so 
that it’s half inside it and half in the open, 
the astounding structure looks as if its 
builders just gave up and left it there.

Like Yurahime, Takuhi is dedicated to 
the sea-guardian deity. In olden times, 
islanders used to light a beacon outside it 
to guide boats into the bay in bad weather 

— hence it’s called either the Burning 

Fire or Torch shrine. Hiroshige made a 
woodcut print of the scene, and boats 
still sound their horns when they come in 
sight of this shrine.

Before leaving Nishinoshima, we 
returned to the Kuniga cliffs, this time 
to see them from above. A regular bus 
service took us from the port to the wide-
open spaces of the clifftops, with their 
delicious breezes and lush pastures. Up 
there, it felt a world away from the humid 
claustrophobia of Takuhi’s snake-and-
mozzie kingdom. The cliff-top trail has 
been voted one of Japan’s Best 100 Hikes.

Cows and horses rule these heights. 
They love to prove the point by resolutely 
dozing in the middle of the road, holding 
up traffic as if in sit-down protest. Atop 
the cliffs in blissful satori, we watched 
entranced as wraithlike wisps of mist 
streamed over the rocky coves below.

For our fourth and final day, we took 
a short ferry ride over to Nakanoshima, 
more commonly known as Ama, where 
we arrived at midday to find the town 
buzzing in anticipation of the evening’s 
matsuri (festival). The cool of evening 
brought a colorful parade, spurred on by 
mighty taiko drums and the consumption 
of much beer and sake — along with lash-
ings of scrumptious festival food: takoyaki 
(octopus balls), baked sweet potatoes, 
dumplings, taiyaki (fish-shaped buns) 
and, of course, heaps of skewered roast 
squid. After a few days communing

Steve John Powell
SPECIAL TO THE JAPAN TIMES

B
efore he left Japan after several 
years spent in Hiroshima, the 
multi-award-winning English 
novelist David Mitchell advised 
me: “If you only make one trip 
while you are here, make sure 

it’s to the Oki Islands.” They were, he 
assured me (in not quite so many words), 
little patches of ye olde Nihon as yet 
untainted by pachinko, high-rise apart-
ments or junk-food joints: perfect anti-
dotes to big-city stress.

He wasn’t kidding. A mere three-hour 
ferry ride across the Sea of Japan sepa-
rates the Oki Islands from the coast of 
western Honshu, but it’s as if you voyage 
through three centuries getting there. As 
my wife Angeles noted, with only the 
slightest hint of Spanish exaggeration: “If 
it wasn’t for the roads, this place would be 
all forest.”

A couple of hours after our boat cast off 
from Matsue, in Shimane Prefecture, we 
espied the first islands — black volcanic 
humps like debris from some cosmic colli-
sion. Soon the ferry was weaving through 
a veritable maze of these extrusions, some 
just bare rocky outcrops, others large and 
rugged and dark with pine trees.

There are some 180 islands in the Oki 
chain, none of them very big and only 
four that are inhabited. Our destination 
was the second largest: Nishinoshima 
(pop. 3,900).

The kind folks at Matsue Tourist Office 
had phoned ahead to book us a room in 
a minshuku (guesthouse), and our land-
lady was waiting for us on the quayside, 
smiling and waving a flag. We were easy 
to spot, being the only non-Japanese 
on board.

Our minshuku was just across the street 
from the ferry terminal. On the wall out-
side, my name had been written in chalk 

on a slate. Not a good hideaway for fugi-
tives. In our room, a pot of freshly-made 
green tea and some adzuki-bean pastries 
awaited us on a low table — the only fur-
niture in the room besides a television.

Nishinoshima boasts several must-sees, 
and our first priority was a boat tour of 
the island’s spectacular Kuniga coastline: 
a 7-km stretch of wave-eroded basalt cliffs, 
including the perpendicular Mantengai. 
At 257 meters, it’s Japan’s tallest cliff.

The small launch, carrying us and 
two other couples, motored past dream-
like rock formations with names such as 
Palace of the Dragon King and Bridge to 
Heaven. Then, quite suddenly, our boat 
performed a right-angle turn such that 
we were heading straight for the red and 
black cliffs.

“We are about to enter the Cavern of 
Light and Dark,” our captain announced.

Part of me hoped he was joking as I 
spotted an alarmingly narrow fissure he 

appeared to be steering us straight toward. 
But on we went, though slowing to a put-
put crawl as we inched into the darkness.

Any time now, I thought, we’re going to 
hear an awful wrenching as the boat’s hull 
is ripped open from below or on the jag-
ged walls that were now no more than a 
finger’s breadth away on either side.

On top of that, our jolly tar’s prank 
of turning the lights off so we could 

“appreciate” the total darkness did little 
to assuage my fears. Happily, after a few 
eerie moments, a crack of light appeared 
up ahead and we emerged safely into sun-
shine and open sea again.

Once we were back on dry land, a voice 
emanated from a loudspeaker at the Town 
Hall reminding everyone within earshot 
that it was 6 o’clock, and urging all young 
children to go home. With appetites invig-
orated by the sea air, we did the same.

Our landlady called us down to dinner 
soon after we’d got back, and we sat on 
the tatami floor at a long low table with 

The Oki Islands:  
where time seems  
to have stood still
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Worlds apart: The Oki Islands in the Sea of 
Japan seem remarkably unchanged by the 
tides of history that have for millennia 
washed over them (right). Some sights on 
Nishinoshima Island include its Kuniga 
coastline (far right, top), sailing under the 
Bridge to Heaven . ANGELES MARIN

Worlds apart: The Oki Islands in the Sea of Japan seem remarkably unchanged by the tides of history that have for millennia washed over them 
(right). Some sights on Nishinoshima Island include its Kuniga coastline (far right, top), sailing under the Bridge to Heaven .  ANGELES MARIN

Staff in sarongs and 
bare feet pad the 
airy corridors. Every 
turn brings views 
across the vast 
lake, a perfectly 
set swimming pool 
or a jungle glade. 

Stick men: Sri Lankan fishermen perch for 
hours at a time on poles stuck into the sea 
bed while they await their prey.  AP

The countryside was 
delightful: Narrow 
roads wound round soft 
green hillsides dotted 
with mossy shrines. 

It has the hotels, the food, the climate and the charm to offer the perfect 
holiday. It’s just a pity about the increasingly despotic government 

beautiful, very calming. Sadly, the beach 
isn’t made up of the palm-fringed coves 
people know from the south. Instead it’s 
a long stretch of mauve sand set against a 
heavy sea, and if you look one way there’s 
a huge power station that one guest, with 
impressive upbeatness, calls “honest”. (It 
has been thrown up recently, paid for by 
the Chinese, who are tweaking India’s 
beard by cosying up to Sri Lanka.)

Yet this and the war mean the beach 
hasn’t been affected by tourism. Fisher-
men still live on the beach in huts, some-
what less salubrious than Palagama’s, 
which glow from dim lights after dark. We 
pass them on the way to Udekki, one of 
the other hotels. Guests can flit among 
the four resorts without carrying cash - all 
is charged to the same bill at the end of 
your stay.

Udekki was built by Glen Terry, an 
Indian jazz musician. Guests eat at tables 
around the pool, from a seemingly never-
ending feast of seafood and shellfish.

Later we head inland. I want to climb 
the vertiginous Sigiriya rock, but also to 
stay in the Kandalama, Geoffrey Bawa’s 
masterpiece on the edge of a lake by the 
same name. This hotel is the opposite to 
Palagama (you’re nothing in Sri Lanka 
without a lama, a gama or a drama). It is a 
kilometre long and set into a rock where 

monkeys frolic in a jungle which Bawa 
decreed must be allowed to grow unhin-
dered so that it finally smothers the build-
ing itself.

Staff in sarongs and bare feet pad the 
airy corridors. Every turn brings views 
across the vast lake, a perfectly set swim-
ming pool or a jungle glade. The rooms 
are proportioned to instil a sense of con-

tentedness. In all three cases, it was not 
luxury that was impressive, but the ability 
to calm through design.

I read the papers over breakfast, about 
how the government had impeached 
its chief justice, the last internal force 
of opposition to its control. Amnesty 
recently alleged dissent was being 
crushed through “arrest, repeated inter-

●見本：日本語訳。経済：中国にすり寄るハ
リウッド 　米映画業界は、巨大市場となっ
た中国での公開に際し、 中国政府や国民
感情に配慮したり新たなコンテンツを加え
るといった対応に力を入れている。(1,100 
words) 　（見出し）yields to 〜に降伏す
る。clout 影響力。

1st col.  plotlines 話の筋。denigrate 中傷
する。dampening 弱めること。lurid どぎつ
い。depictions 描写。objectionable 好まし
くない。sanctioning 是認している。tailored 
調整された。heartthrob 恋人。box office 
切符売り場、興行収入。bankrolling 資金を
出すこと。ponying up 金を出して。glitzy 
派手な。piracy 違法コピー。indifference 
無関心。boon ありがたいもの。make 
a buck 一儲けする。given in 降参し
た。censors 検閲官。alter 部分的に改変
する。unflattering あからさまな。cutting 
room （映画の）編集室。apocalyptic 終末
論的な。excised 削除された。ostensible 明

白な。bloodthirsty 血に飢えた。lobbying 
group 圧力団体。 　2nd col.  portray 表現
する。concessions 譲歩。readiness 快諾する
こと。in place 実施されて。Foreign Legion 
外人部隊。overly 過度に。colonialistic 植
民地主義的な。scope 範囲。iteration 繰
り返されること。dwarf 〜を小さく見せ
る。obsessed くよくよ心配する。 　(repeat) 
1st col.  plotlines 話の筋。denigrate 中傷
する。dampening 弱めること。lurid どぎつ
い。depictions 描写。objectionable 好まし
くない。sanctioning 是認している。tailored 
調整された。heartthrob 恋人。box office 切
符売り場、興行収入。bankrolling 資金を出
すこと。ponying up 金を出して。glitzy 派
手な。piracy 違法コピー。indifference 無関
心。boon ありがたいもの。make a buck 一
儲けする。given in 降参した。censors 検閲
官。alter 部分的に改変する。unflattering あ
からさまな。cutting room （映画の）編集
室。apocalyptic 終末論的な。excised 削除さ

TimeOut  |  Escape Escape  |  TimeOut

Escape
レジャーや旅行など、新しい休暇の過ごし方を提案します。単に
魅力的な観光地の紹介だけではなく、休暇の計画がない読者に
もアピールするような、非日常を楽しむヒントが満載です。

Diversions
全く新しいタイプの情報ページで、肩のこらない愉快なコラムが
一杯です。幅広い年齢層の読者に喜んでもらえるように、いろいろ
なタイプのパズルやゲームをご用意します。
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Fiction
Japan Town
Rating: ★★★★★
by Barry Lancet
SIMON & SCHUSTER

If you’ve been to any jazz or funk 
gigs in the Kanto area over the last 
couple of years, there’s a good 
chance you may have seen 
trombonist Takao Hirose up on 
stage. In addition to featuring in the 
horn section for other acts and 
playing on various recording 
sessions, Hirose also heads his own 
band, the five-piece Jazz Collective, 
with Shin Arai on flute and tenor 
saxophone alongside Hirose on the 
frontline, backed by piano/Rhodes, 
bass and drums. Part of the club 
circuit for a few years now, the band 
finally released their first album in 
April.

Recorded at The Room in 
Shibuya, Tokyo, their self-titled 
debut wears its club credentials 
loud and proud, many of the 
tracks already firm favorites with 
jazz dancers across the capital. It 
showcases the band’s talents as 
composers as well as their ability to 

embrace a 
variety of 
influences 
into their 
music while maintaining their own 
distinct sound.

Brazilian/jazz fusion flavors that 
were popular in both Japan and 
on the British jazz-dance scene in 
the 1980s are evident in “Eastern 
Garden” and the Kyoto Jazz 
Massive-produced cover of Mel 
Winters’ tune “Halyards.”

“The Jazz Collective” and 
“Renovation” offer a more 
contemporary jazz dance sound, 
both of which are firm live favorites 
with committed enthusiasts and 
casual fans alike.

Other tracks fall more into club 
crossover, with songs such as 

“Broken” and “Noema” showing a 
distinct London influence. “Visions 
Of Phase” lays an almost trancelike. 
(Joe Blow)

Name: John Smith

Age: A little bit over 40

Nationality: New Zealandish

Occupation: Lover, fighter

Likes: Grapefruit, socks, Vegemite (I am 
fully aware of the treachery), swimming in 
the ocean.

Dislikes: Queues, movies about children 
(“Little Miss Sunshine” and “Spirited 
Away” excepted), riding trains during rush 
hour, floral wallpaper, winter

1. What first brought you to Japan? 
A dare.

2. What’s keeping you here? 
A dare that I lost.

3. Who in Japan do you most admire? 
Why? Sakana-kun. He knows more about 
fish than the fish themselves.

4. Where do you go to escape Tokyo? 
Why? Okinawa. It’s a slice of Japan that is 
difficult to get to. And yet it’ still Japan so 
I can find sashimi and vending machines 
and gas stations and convenience stores 
and Mintia mints.

5. What’s your favorite Japanese word 
or phrase? Why? “はい” (“hai,” “yes”). It 
can be used in many different circum-
stances. It can even ask a question.

6. What’s your favorite phrase in any 
language? Why? “Không sao đâu.” In 
Vietnamese it colloquially means “No 
problem” or “Don’t worry about it.” But 
it’s actual translation is “No star where,” 

which is exactly the same thing.

7. If you had to live by your-
self on a deserted Okinawan 
island for a year, what three 
items would you make sure 
you packed in your suit-
case? A fishing rod, sunscreen 
and a hat.

8. What makes you laugh? 
Abenomics.

9. What makes you cry? 
Abenomics.

11. What’s the most useful 
product/gadget you have bought in 
Japan? An electric carpet. Say no more.

12. Describe your most embarrassing 
moment in Japan.  
Too many to mention. But dishwashing 
liquid is a start...

13. What’s the most exciting/outra-
geous thing you have ever done? Left 
my wallet in El Segundo.

14. What’s the strangest request you’ve 
ever been asked in your line of work? 
How much wood can a woodchuck chuck 
if a woodchuck could chuck wood? Did 
this really happen?

15. Tell us a quick joke. What’s tall and 
brown and knocks on your window at 
night? A poo on stilts.

16. If you won ¥1 million yen in the 
national lottery, what would you do 

with the money? Spend it according to 
Abenomics principles, concentrating on 
the products of companies his friends own.

17. What’s your karaoke song of choice? 
Why? “In the Year 2525” by  Zager & 
Evans. I like to channel the gifts of the leg-
endary fantasy novelist, Ronald Chevalier 
from “ Gentlemen Broncos.” I also like 
singing with anyone else in the room to 
mask my own inability to sing.

18. Who would win a fight between 
a lion and tiger? Why? A tiger. Bigger 
whiskers.

19. What do you want to be when you 
grow up? A bigger version of me. But not 
too big.

20. Do you have any words of advice 
for young people? Even a small dog can 
make a lot of noise.Da dit velicie nienim 
volecus aesedia quo explandi rem aliatem 

‘Sakana-kun knows  
plenty about fish’

20 Questions by Joe Bloggs

What the heck is that  
word I keep hearing?
アベノミックス
“Abenomics” (a portmanteau of Abe and 
economics) refers to the economic policies 
advocated by Prime Minister Shinzō Abe. 
In a nutshell, Abenomics consists of mon-
etary policy, fiscal policy and economic 
growth strategies to encourage private 
investment. The detailed policies includes 
inflation targeting at a 2 percent annual 
rate, correction of the excessive yen 
appreciation, setting negative interest rates, 
radical quantitative easing, expansion of 
public investment, buying operations of 
construction bonds by Bank of Japan and 
revision of the Bank of Japan Act.

The Buzz

“  Three times 
is enough. ”

Eighty-year-old alpinist Yuichiro Miura 
after becoming the oldest person to scale 
Mount Everest on Thursday

Quote of the week

Across
1 Profitable venture
9 Bombay bigwigs
15 Fox role
20 “My pleasure!”
21 Region north of Morocco
22 Finnish architect Alvar __
23 Punkish accessory
24 Leader of the Wild Bunch gang
26 Plush floor covering
28 Asian region, with “the”
29 Lhasa __
30 Wilmington’s st.
31 Short
32 “Silent Spring” subj.
33 “Bossypants” writer Fey
35 Loses one’s cool

39 She played Molly in “Ghost”
41 Ready to shoot
44 Contact, nowadays
45 Walton of Walmart
47 Two bells, in the Navy
50 Old pool ball material
51 Oahu’s __ Stadium
53 Greet from a distance
56 Hotel team
57 Apportioned, with “out”
58 Nickname for Margaret
59 Start of something big?
61 Devotee
62 Safari sightings
64 Is aware of
66 Star
69 Notes comprise them

71 It’s over a foot
73 Amazingly enough
76 Mythical giants
78 Newspaper section
80 Hardly a guffaw
82 Graceful male swimmer
85 Aware of
87 Double-check
89 Burns a bit

Down
1 Sling ingredient
2 Zoo animales
3 Like some lawns
4 Hopes it never happens
5 Big deal
6 Winter spikes
7 “Peter Pan” pooch
8 Many Caltech grads
9 Outback order
10 Be next to
11 Fast flier
12 Like a parabola
13 Percussion kit item
14 Egg holders
15 Parental nicknames
16  Eponymous 18th-century 

adventurer
17 One way to decide
18 Old Fords
19 Toy on a string
25 Envelope abbr.
27 Postgrad degree
32 More than just eat
34 “__ any judge of character ...”
35 Philatelist’s find
36 Catchers with pots
37 Strikingly strange
38 “Hi and Lois” pooch
40 Scenic Massachusetts route
41  Daughter in Shakespeare’s 

“Cymbeline”
42 Pakistani language
43 Part of CBS: Abbr.
46 Blemish
48 Lumber tree

49 Blind-from-birth pianist 
Templeton
52  British singer with the age-

related albums “19” and “21”
54 __ cava
55 Berkshire jackets
60 Almost all the time
63 “The X-Files” org.
65 More sneaky
67 Put in power
68 Four Corners nickname
70 Sailor from Basrah
72  It has both Hebrew and English 

letters on its planes
74 Medicine man
75 Still
77 Stains on a red suit?
79 Perfect place
81 Cambridgeshire neighbor
82 Grump
83 O’Neill’s daughter
84 Rams
86 Pistons’ org.
88 Added highlights to, in a way
91 Strong team quality
92 Stevenson villain
94 TV role for Bamboo Harvester
99 Grants academic security to
102 Latin trio member
104 Good boy of verse
105  Response known to preclude its 

question
107 Lazy __: trays
109 Golfer Calvin
110 Reasons to clean
112 Sail-extending pole
114 Late notice?
115 Foundation plant
117 Stylish eatery word
118 Give up
119 Anti-art movement
120 Bad doings
121 Altar event
123 Holiday quaff
124 Piece of winery equipment
126 Guitarist Barrett

Sudoku www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Binary www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Non-fiction
Ways of Forgetting, 
Ways of remembering
Rating: ★★★★★
John Dower
THE NEW PRESS

 
If you’ve been to any jazz or funk 
gigs in the Kanto area over the last 
couple of years, there’s a good 
chance you may have seen 
trombonist Takao Hirose up on 
stage. In addition to featuring in the 
horn section for other acts and 
playing on various recording 
sessions, Hirose also heads his own 
band, the five-piece Jazz Collective, 
with Shin Arai on flute and tenor 
saxophone alongside Hirose on the 
frontline, backed by piano/Rhodes, 
bass and drums. Part of the club 
circuit for a few years now, the band 
finally released 
their first album in 
April.

Recorded 
at The Room in 
Shibuya, Tokyo, 
their self-titled. 
(Reviewer’s 
name) 

Fiction
The Shogun’s Daughter
Rating: ★★★★★
Laura Joh Rowland
MINOTAUR 

 
If you’ve been to any jazz or funk 
gigs in the Kanto area over the last 
couple of years, there’s a good 
chance you may have seen 
trombonist Takao Hirose up on 
stage. In addition to featuring in the 
horn section for other acts and 
playing on various recording 
sessions, Hirose also heads his own 
band, the five-piece Jazz Collective, 
with Shin Arai on flute and tenor 
saxophone alongside Hirose on the 
frontline, backed by piano/Rhodes, 
bass and drums. Part of the club 
circuit for a few years now, the band 
finally released their first album in 
April.

Recorded 
at The Room in 
Shibuya, Tokyo, 
their self-titled 
debut wears its 
club credentials 
tracks already. 
(Fred Bloggs) 

Manga
7 Billion Needles
Rating: ★★★★★
Noburaki Tadano
VERTICAL

 
If you’ve been to any jazz or funk 
gigs in the Kanto area over the last 
couple of years, there’s a good 
chance you may have seen 
trombonist Takao Hirose up on 
stage. In addition to featuring in the 
horn section for other acts and 
playing on various recording 
sessions, Hirose also heads his own 
band, the five-piece Jazz Collective, 
with Shin Arai on flute and tenor 
saxophone alongside Hirose on the 
frontline, backed by piano/Rhodes, 
bass and drums. Part of the club 
circuit for a few years now, the band 
finally released their first album in 
April.

Recorded at The 
Room in Shibuya, 
Tokyo, their 
self-titled debut 
wears its club 
credentials loud 
already firm.  
(Joe Blow) 

Reviewed by  Stephen Mansfield

L
ike Britain, Japan is subject 
to the polarizing forces of the 
orthodox and radical, the two 
balancing the flabby middle.

The images of a mutantlike 
head and amputated torso fea-

tured on the front and back covers of this 
book, suggest identities that have altered 
their form for the worse. In another scene, 
an etching by Chimei Hamada, a head-
less corpse lies naked and pregnant on a 
battlefield, a stick jammed upright into its 
genitalia. Such brutal images reflect the 
postwar sense of deformity and violation 
experienced by artists resident in a still 
mutilated city.

The book, a catalog with essays by art 
specialists, presents the contents of a 
major exhibition of the same name at New 
York’s Museum of Modern Art, which ran 
from Nov. 18, 2012, to Feb. 25. The best 
exhibitions and editorial compilations are 
often retrospectives like this because the 
curators and authors, with the hindsight 
provided by the long view of time, are 
able to cherry-pick the most representa-
tive work from a period in art and identify 
particularities of style and meaning not 
immediately apparent at the time.

It is easy to forget these days in Japan, 
where art seems to be predicated on the 
idea of simply pleasing the senses, that 
the works of artists belonging to postwar 
movements like Reportage Painting and 
Social Realism were often fiercely out-
spoken, voicing troubled consciences and 
opposition to injustice.

In this climate of surprising tolerance, 
an artist like Shigeo Ishii, could cast an 
acerbic eye over Japan’s postwar land-
scape and judge it the “perfect crime com-
mitted by contemporary Imperialism.”

Surrealism, Marxist dialectics and the 
slightly later Neo-Dadaism movement re-
emerged in painting and other mediums 
with renewed force thanks to the relative 

freedoms of the postwar era. This was 
apparent during the Allied Occupation 
period and in the immediate years fol-
lowing it. One painting featured here, by 
Hiroshi Nakamura, depicts a violent con-
frontation between farmers and the police 
over U.S. bases and land appropriation. 
Trampling a map underfoot, a policeman 
armed with a revolver and truncheon is 
seen manhandling a protestor while the 
indifferent faces of fellow officers look on.

In another painting, “Rooster and Steel 
Construction” by Hiroshi Katsuragawa, 
the artist places a caged bird in the fore-
ground against the backdrop of a new 
structure being put up near Tokyo Station, 
questioning in the process the wisdom of 
Japan’s ill-considered postwar develop-
ment. Tokyo-centered art movements 
may have changed over time, but the mes-
sage of the image is as pithy today as it 
was in 1957.

Some of the works from the 1960s fall 
into the category of the radical avant-
garde. One image from the book shows 
the notorious Zero Jigen collective per-
forming a public “ritual” at the Kashima 
Shrine in Tokyo, one involving several 
men lying supine and quite naked in front 
of its altar. The group’s sudden, highly 
corporeal appearances “among the com-
placent populace” were, as Doryun Chong, 
MoMA’s associate curator of painting and 
sculpture, writes, “at once scandalous and 
familiar on the most primal level.”

It was a period of shared experiences, 
of discussion and collaboration between 
figures such as architect Isozaki Arata, 
filmmaker Hiroshi Teshigahara and com-
posers Toshiro Mayuzumi and Toru Take-
mitsu. The international art world was 
curious enough about these goings on for 
the likes of photographer William Klein, 
choreographer Merce Cunningham, the 
artist Robert Rauschenberg and the com-
poser John Cage to visit Tokyo.

If art underwent a radical transforma-
tion, so did the artists. Who would guess 
from a 1956 photograph taken at Tokyo’s 

Muramatsu Gallery that the young avant-
garde artist Tatsuo Ikeda, in fashionably 
long hair and the kind of raincoat worn 
by film noir actors, was trained as a kami-
kaze pilot toward the end of the war.

The era ended in 1970 with the grue-
some ritual self-disembowelment of 
Yukio Mishima, a brilliant exhibitionist 
in his own right. In this last performance, 

calling for the restoration of the Imperial 
system to its prewar glory, the writer, in 
an impassioned rant from the balcony 
of the Self-Defense Forces building in 
Tokyo’s Ichigaya district, failed to sway 
his audience. In a press photo included 
in the book, the camera angle renders the 
figure of Mishima in attenuated form, a 
man being shrunk by his own fury.

This amply illustrated and scrupu-
lously designed volume reminds us of 
what we already know, but tend to for-
get: namely, books can also be sublime 
works of art.

Stephen Mansfield is a British photo-
journalist based in Japan. He is the author 
of several books on Japanese and Asian 
subjects. Ro maio cum faccuscidit as aut 
pe dolesen dundipicius estrum et, eume 
aceperum, estis quibus, nonsedi con 
nonempor apit ut volupta tquatiberem 
laci si nihillat doluptatia in repedis adi dit 
reiume ani iustiat ionsedit, eossi beat.

Esequiatur? Cum quis sandic to etur 

An era of Tokyo art  
worth another look

Non-Fiction
Tokyo 1955-1970:  A New Avant-Garde
Rating: ★★★★★
Edited by Doryun Chong. 
The Museum of Modern Art, 2012
216 PAGES, $55 (HARDCOVER)

Sudoku Puzzle - Easy

www.sudoku-puzzles.net

More Puzzles:
www.sudoku-puzzles.netBinary Puzzle - Hard

www.sudoku-puzzles.net

More Puzzles:
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains a number from 1 to 9. 

Each cell should contain a 1 or a 0. No more 
than two similar numbers are allowed below 
or next to each other. Each row must be unique.

Tokyo-centered art 
movements may have 
changed, but the message 
of the image, questioning 
the wisdom of Japan’s 
ill-considered postwar 
development, is as pithy 
today as it was in 1957. 

Postwar state: The reviewer says this image on the book’s back cover and that on the front 
cover “suggest identities that have altered their form for the worse.” QMOMA

Sunday Crossword: “Hair Majesty” By Mark Bickham Solutions on page 20
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product/gadget you have bought in 
 An electric carpet. Say no more.

12. Describe your most embarrassing 

Too many to mention. But dishwashing 

13. What’s the most exciting/outra
geous thing you have ever done? Left 

14. What’s the strangest request you’ve 
ever been asked in your line of work? 
How much wood can a woodchuck chuck 
if a woodchuck could chuck wood? Did 

What’s tall and 
brown and knocks on your window at 

16. If you won ¥1 million yen in the 
national lottery, what would you do 

pianist

age-
and “21”

nickname

and English

neighbor

in a

Harvester
security

preclude

equipment
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Giveaways

On Sunday has ears
Everybody needs good neighbors
Man: The fire alarm shows that there is a 
fire in apartment 11, but the guy who lives 
there hasn’t come out yet. Shall we ring the 
doorbell?
Elderly woman: No, wait. We might wake 
him up.
— 3 a.m., Midorigaoka apartment block, 
Meguro, Tokyo. Overheard by The Japan 
Times on Sunday

Clear on the concept
Elderly woman: I don’t know what “Aben-
omics” is, but I’m really good at shopping.
— Komazawa Park, Setagaya, Tokyo. Over-
heard by The Japan Times on Sunday

Overheard an entertaining conversation? 
Why not tell us too? Send all contributions 
to jtsunday@japantimes.co.jp. Please 
recount the conversation in the format 
above and be sure to provide a descrip-
tion of the participants (age, male/female, 
nationality if relevant etc), note where the 

Overheard

Swimming  

Nagaoka  Niigata Prefecture
KYODO

Kosuke Hagino made Japanese 
swimming history on Saturday 
when he became the first swimmer 
to win five titles at the national 
championships.

Hagino powered to victory in 
the 200-meter individual medley 
in a Japanese record time of 1 min-
ute, 55.74 seconds on the third day 
of action at Daiei Probis Phoenix 
Pool, and also won the 400 free-
style in 3:45.42.

The 18-year-old took the 100 
backstroke and the 200 freestyle 
on Friday, a day after banging out 
a new national record in the men’s 
400-meter individual medley.

Hagino stunned the swim-
ming world last summer when 
he finished behind gold medalist 
American Ryan Lochte and Brazil-
ian runnerup Thiago Pereira, beat-
ing out Michael Phelps for the 400 
medley bronze as the American 
swimming legend placed fourth.

Previously, two other swimmers, 
Tomoko Hagiwara and Takeshi 
Matsuda, have won four titles in 
the same national championships.

“I felt very good as I swam well 
in the first butterfly, so I just tried 
to swim firmly in the last freestyle,” 
said Hagino.

“I still have one more race to go. 
I’ll just concentrate on each race 
and try to do my best. I expect 
it to be a race against (world sil-
ver medallist) Ryosuke Irie. I’m 
determined to hang in there till 
the end,” he added.

In other action on Saturday, 

Aya Terakawa rewrote her own 
national record to win the wom-
en’s 50 meters backstroke.

Terakawa clocked 27.51, shav-
ing 0.20 second off her previous 
mark. It was her second victory 
at the nationals after winning 
the 100 back.

“I got off to a very good start. 
I narrowly missed the national 
record yesterday and I was very 
disappointed, so I tried hard today. 
By improving my personal best, I 
will be able to prepare for the sum-
mer,” said Terakawa.

Junya Koga won the men’s 50  
meters backstroke in 25.12, 0.12 
ahead of Ryosuke Irie.

In the women’s 200 butterfly, 
London Olympic bronze medal-
ist Natsumi Hoshi won in 2:06.12, 
while Yuki Kobori beat Takeshi 
Matsuda to take the men’s 200 

butterfly in 1:55.51.
Kanako Watanabe won the 

women’s 200 individual medley in 
2:12.61, and Haruka Ueda won the 
100 freestyle for the sixth straight 
year. Asami Chida took first in the 
women’s 800 freestyle.

Ped eumetur sumquodis aut 
quisque parum raese inctectur re 
doluptat rectotaqui apitem. Ita-
tum rem aute inus inctatem dolori 
odipsanimil incid ut experro exe-
rovi demporupta ium, rae sed 
et es dolorior. Uptam quis unti 
tem everitiorior sunt eum fugi-
and ionsed quo tempore henist 
denderum laut et et dis et aut is 
aliqui beatqui deliqui coneca-
boremGit pelestia serum inciist 
liquam, sequam, num faccaboru-
mIlit quae. Et quae. Nam rem etUr 
maxime comnim quam im essec-
torerum quunt est, estio. Pudit 

Hagino captures record 
fifth title at nationals

 Ice Hockey 

Ottawa Senators  2
New Jersey Devils  0

Newark New Jersey
AP

After two straight wins, the Ottawa 
Senators are feeling a little better 
about their playoff chances. The 
New Jersey Devils, on the other 
hand, couldn’t feel any worse after 
absorbing their ninth straight loss.

Craig Anderson made 33 saves 
in his third shutout of the season, 
and the Senators extended the 
Devils’ losing streak to within one 
of the franchise record with a 2-0 
victory Friday night.

Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Milan 
Michalek second-period goals for 
Ottawa, which won for the second 
consecutive night following a five-
game skid.

“It does a lot,” Senators captain 
Daniel Alfredsson said of the play-
off push. “We’ve done a good job of 
staying positive. We lost five in a 

row but our fourth and fifth games 
we felt we were going in the right 
direction. We were playing pretty 
good. The last two wins is a reward 
for that hard play, and you build 
some confidence from that.”

Ottawa, in sixth place in the 
Eastern Conference, leads ninth-
place Winnipeg by four points. 
New Jersey is in 10th place, eight 
points behind Ottawa and four 

Senators hand 
Devils ninth 
straight defeat
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Show some fight: The Senators’ Guillaume Latendresse (left) checks the 
Devils’ Mark Fayne into the boards on Friday. AP

Making history: Kosuke Hagino swims to victory in the men’s 200 individual 
medley at national championships in Nagaoka, Niigata Prefecture. KYODO 

All Blacks trounce 
the Wallabies

Rugby  

Sydney 
AP — Dolore volo exernatiate 
consedAt ate volum, conse-
quam, omnis sequatibus nes 
desequidenis et explit, que solor 
as non rehenti arciasi teceri 
cum accus, simi, quam, odi 
reptiusanis dolore, soloreria 
poribus et et quam si dit pratia 
quuntem. Ibusam qui dicae 
verspit iorehent od ut ipsant, 
omniati quam sum harum non-
seque nimus ne molorerunt re 
cus sum es maion rerchicitae 
corroribus.

Empori ute core velent omnis 
molorem eossinimet laceped 
quid magnis cupta asperiam 
numqui bera debitat usapien 
ditates tissusam earcid quam 
num ut odiam, serum

Aussies retake the 
Ashes in Brisbane

Cricket  

Brisbane
AP — Dolore volo exernatiate 
consedAt ate volum, conse-
quam, omnis sequatibus nes 
desequidenis et explit, que solor 
as non rehenti arciasi teceri 
cum accus, simi, quam, odi 
reptiusanis dolore, soloreria 
poribus et et quam si dit pratia 
quuntem. Ibusam qui dicae 
verspit iorehent od ut ipsant, 
omniati quam sum harum non-
seque nimus ne molorerunt re 
cus sum es maion rerchicitae 
corroribus.

Empori ute core velent omnis 
molorem eossinimet laceped 
quid magnis cupta asperiam 
numqui bera debitat usapien 

In other games
Blackhawks  3 
Red Wings  2 (SO)
In Chicago, Brandon Saad scored 
in the fifth round of the shootout 
after Jonathan Toews tied the 
game late in regulation, and the 
Blackhawks clinched the Central 
Division title. With St. Louis losing 
to Columbus earlier Friday, the 
Blackhawks wrapped up the 
Central race for the first time 
since 2010, when they won the 
Stanley Cup. 
Blue Jackets 4,  Blues  1
In Columbus, Cam Atkinson had 

a goal and an assist, and Sergei 
Bobrovsky made 31 saves as Blue 
Jackets snapped St. Louis’ season-
high, six-game winning streak. 
Artem Anisimov, Ryan Johansen 
and Marian Gaborik also sored for 
Columbus, which continued its 
climb from cellar-dweller to playoff 
contention. 
Stars 5, Predators 2
In Nashville, rookie Alex Chiasson 
scored two goals, and Dallas beat 
the Predators for its fourth straight 
win. Ray Whitney had a power-
play goal and an assist, and Erik 
Cole and Tom Wandell had a goal 
apiece. Vern Fiddler also had two 

assists for the Stars, who are ninth 
in the Western Conference — two 
points behind eighth-place Detroit 
and the postseason cutoff. Dallas 
is tied in points with Phoenix and 
Columbus.
Flames 3, Coyotes 2 (OT)
In Calgary, Mark Giordano 
scored the winning goal 4:36 into 
overtime, and Calgary snapped 
a three-game home losing streak 
with a victory over Phoenix. Curtis 
Glencross and Mikael Backlund 
combined to set up Giordano 
just inside the blue line. While 
goalie Mike Smith was screened, 
Giordano put a shot just inside the 

Cartoons

Today’s Weather Puzzle Solutions

City High/Low
Morn. After. Eve.

Chance of Rain (%)

A warm front across the Sea of Japan on Wednesday 
will produce scattered showers and thunderstorms 
across northern and western Honshu on Wednesday. A 
few brief showers can occur across Hokkaido. Generally 
dry conditions are expected elsewhere with mainly 
cloudy skies.

Forecasts and graphics provided 
by AccuWeather, Inc.  ©2013
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コンテンツのご紹介
　The Japan Times On Sundayは、国内外の政治、経済、社会から科学、文化、娯楽、スポーツまであらゆるジャンル
の情報を一気に読めてしまうタブロイド紙です。通常の新聞とは違うコンテンポラリーなデザインを大胆に導入して
おり、読者が情報を得やすいよう、随所に読みやすい工夫をしています。　
　例えば、重要なニュースや分析記事等には、quickreadという要約された文章が最初の段落に付きますので、内容
の理解を深めるのに役立ちます。また、英語を勉強している読者のために、日本語の単語解説や要約が付いている
ページも設けています。ネイティブ読者はもとより、日本人読者にも大変にお得な新聞です。
　以下は、主なページの紹介です。


