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A: Did you finish your homework?

B: Yes, | did. | turned it in yesterday.

A: Have you finished your homework?
B: Yes, | have. I'll turn it in tomorrow.
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A: Did you finish your homework?
‘Eg‘ rammar esson B: No, | dldn'(: My teacher was really mad at me.

lﬂ-/‘ J l A: Have you finished your homework?
B: Not yet. I'm going to work on it tonight.

Using Simple Past and Present Perfect

Many years ago, one of my students asked me this question:
What's the difference between:

» Did you finish your homework?

» Have you finished your homework?
On the surface, they seem to be asking about the same thing
- Is the homework finished or not? However, there is a very
important difference. Simple Past only relates to the past.
However, Present Perfect always connects the past to the
present. To illustrate, let’s take a look at another example:

» Did you eat lunch?

» Have you eaten lunch?
Because “Did you eat lunch?” only refers to the past, we can
assume that it is now too late to eat lunch (e.g. It's 6:00 PM).
Because “Have you eaten lunch?” connects to the present, we can
assume that there is still time to eat lunch (e.g. It’ s 1230 PM).
Another way to look at this distinction is to compare the
affirmative forms and negative forms:

Use Present Perfect to connect a past event to the

Use Simple Past to talk only about events in the past.
l l present.

Exercise

1. In some of these sentences, the Present Perfect is
wrong or unnatural. Correct the sentences when
necessary.

1) I've already cleaned up the living room.

2) I've been to America 3 years ago.

3) I haven’t gone to the grocery store. I'll go right now.

4) | haven’t gone to the grocery store. It was closed
yesterday.

2. Complete the sentences by changing the verb to the
Simple Past or Present Perfect.

1) (I/ see) that movie last month. It was fantastic!

2) (I/ not find) my wallet. | guess I'll keep looking for it.

3) (you/send) the package to Mr. Takahashi? It was
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